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Kei xl. LL Men muſt make an/exa& 
7 7. 0 Enquiry into their paſt Lives, bes 
ft A 48 cauſe all Men ate Sidners, and 
+ + 5 ſuch muſt humble themſelves for 
Ne what is paſt, and be on their 
Guard for the Future: even thoſe Who ꝓroſeis 
Piety, and live exempt from groſs Crimes, 
muſt examine attentively before God, the Im- 
perfection and little Solidity of their Virtues; 
without this Examination, which preſetves us 

in Humility, Fear, and Diſtruſt of ourſelves, 
even our Virtues may become Snares, or at 
leaſt prove to us extremely dangerous; by in- 
ſpiring us with preſumptuous Confidence, they 
made us pleaſed with ourſelves, fo that we pan 
our Lives in a State of Illufion. How many 
do we ſee, who, upon à vain Confidence of 
their good Intentions, enter upon unwarrant- 
able Conduct? - People who are fo grofly miſt 
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taken in i themſclves, that they ve Scandal, 

and ſhock their Neighbours, . 7.5 they.ima- 

gine that the oY pleaſe and edify-others,-N othing ö 
_ - 0o fit as ſuc Examples to make us enter into 

| . ourſelves, and enquire what we are Perhaps 
we are like theſe deceived People; perhaps 
others look on us with the ſame contemptuous 
Pity. Theſe 17085 have a good Intention, 
and believe their Conduct upright, as we think 
daurs. Are we not in an Error? Do we not 
flatter ourſelves as they do? It is Self- love 
which flatters them, and have not we the ſame 
Seducer within us? Let us then examine our 
Paths, the Entrance of which may be ſmooth, 
and the End of them Death: we owe ſuch 
Love to God, that our Devotion ſhould hecome 

| irreprehenſible ; as ſuch Members disfigure it 
by their Weakneſs and Indiſcretion, we ſhould 

encdeavor to retrieve its Honor by à different 

Conduct. What do we not owe to Piety.?- 

which hath delivered us from an infinite N um- 
ber of Errors; that hath conquered our Paſ- 

. fions and Habits, and given us a Diſguſt to the 
| — poiſoned Pleaſures of the World; which Rath 
touched us, and convinced us of the ſalutary 

Truths of Religion; and which hath pro- 

tected us from the cunning Snares of Satan. 

And ſhall we be ungratetul for theſe Benefits? 
Shall not every. one of us give up his fayourite 

Inclination in Spite of Self-love, and adorn 

the Doctrine of God our Saviour in all Thin os 

We muſt Ne beware of judging of our 
tues by Appearances : the deceitful Ballances 

of the Wa rid, which the Scripture calleth 
abominable, are entirely different from thoſe _ 

with which God weigheth our Actions. God, 

Who e — often finds diſguiſed 


Paſſions 
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: Palibris initera which he'condembeth; though 
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the outfide eth virtuous and exemplary 


in the Lyes of the World. Now it is certain 


- 


that God regirdeth not the outſide, that à ſu- 
perficial Vittue can never dazie him; let us 


then never be content nor dazzled by it, but 
amine ourſelves; and try if what is effential 


co Piety be in our Sentiments and Actions! 
whether our Piety is uſeful and unaffected, 


| , conftant and diſinterefted ! whether it doth 


good and concealeth it! whether it doth not 


endeavor to pleaſe . or at leaſt defireth it 
no further than it is. ple r e F 
3 


A Piety, in Short, maketh us forget 
ourſelyes, excepting when we. are to correct 
our Faults, or perform our Duty. Once more 
let us make this Examination in the Preſence 
of God, and ſee whether our Piety be of this 
Kind; and let us examine it in Relation to 
God, out ſelves and our Neighbours: every one 


of us ſhould examine bimfelf, whether he be 


in the Diſpoſition he onght to be in Relation 
to God; and without with all his Piety, how 
fervent ſoever it may appear e will 
_ no Solidity. 1 
e ee ebe der Sas, 
Are we willing to die to be united to AY 
Are we pleaſed to think of him? 
And laſtiy, Are we determined to abandon | 
outialinee to his Conduet?—lt is by. examinin 
ourſelves in theſe four Particulars that we 
TS the true: State of « our Hearts. * 


Fit, 3 love to iter for God?) 1 


mean a Sort of va e Love of Sufferings Which 


e itielf in * and which faileth in 


Actions. —a Love of Suffering, which confiſteth 
only in an Habit of talking magnificently and 


affectionately of the Excellency: and Price of 
Croſſes, whilſt we fly them with Delieacy, and 
ſeek for every Thing that can render Lite ſoft 
and ſenſual: once more, I do not ſpeak of that 


imaginary. Spirituality which maketh us talk 
of nothing but Reſignation, Patience, Joy in 
Tribulation, whilſt we are ſenſible to the leaſt 


Inconvenience, and, by our whole Cad 2 
* 


ns or want for any Thing we can get. Fa * 


teſtify that we will never ſuffer any Thing for 
. Paul had very different Sentiments fro 
fuch Chriſtians, when be ſaid he found himſelf 


filled with all Manner of Joy and Conſolation; 


when his Body enjoyed no Reſt, and that he 
experienced the rudeſt Tribulations—Combats 


from without, Fears from within. We muſt 
not imagine that the Zeal of this great Apoſtle 


need not be imitated by us, under Pretence 


that the Souls of our Days are leſs ſtrong, leſs 


elevated, To you it is given (as a Favor), 


Faith the Apoſtle, not only to believe on him, 
but alſo to ſuffer for him. He makes no Ex- 


ception of Place and Age. Content not your- 
ſelves then, with offering a barren. Faith to 
God; offer him an humble Heart, willing to 


tuffer for him, In vain do you follow: Feſus 


Chrift, if you bear not his Croſs: be ſaith 


himſelf, Whoſoever will be my Servant, he 
muſt take up his Croſs daily, and follow me 


(without Exception). If we hope to reign 


- with him, we muſt ſuffer with him: — Theſe 


two States have a neceſſary Connexion; it is 
the Road he trod, he left us no other, and dare 
you complain of a Law founded on ſuch an 


þ Example! If you ſuffer for Jeſus Girift, vou 


ufter 


/ 
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ſiffer to imitate and pleaſe him, to merit the 
Joy he hath promiſed to thoſe whoweep. The 
Hopes of a Chriſtian is to ſuffer. here; and be 
happy hereafter. ' The falſe Goods of this Lite 
are made for thoſe who hope for, or ſeek, no 
other; the Evils of Life are deſtined by the 
Mercies of God to ele& Souls, whom he. will 
looſen from this World, which is ſo corrupt, 
and ſo prepare them for an Immenſity of Hap- 
pineſs, in endleſs Duration. To ſeek for Hap- 
pineſs here, is to forget our Exile, to renounce 
the Hopes of our Country. St. Cyprian told all 
Chriſtians, that in taking the venerable Name 
of Chriſtian, they devoted themſelves to all 
Sorts of Sufferings, preſent and ſenſible, in 
Expectation of an inviſible and eternal good; 
that the Heirs of a crucified Saviour were not 
permitted to fear either Pains or Death. Theſe 
are Truths that we often repeat to others, but 
do we ſay them to ourſelves? Let us fincerely 
compare the Sentiments of our Hearts with the 
Principles of the Foe N we profeſs, . Were | 
thoroughly convinced, that a Chriſtian Life 
18-2 Lite of Patience, and of continually re- 
nouncing my own Inclinations; did 1 love 
ous Chriſt tor humbling himſelf, and ſuffering 
for me, ſhould I not humble myſelf, and love 
to ſuffer for him? In a Time of Danger, ſhould 
I content myſelf with only talking of Croſſes ? 
Should I give Leſſons on this Subject to others, 
and not apply them to myſelf? - 
Should I be ſo impatient under the leaſt In- 
firmity, ſo diſcouraged at the croſs Accidents 
of Lite, 1o uneaſy in its Wants and Hurries, 
ſo delicate and ſenſible in the Miſ-reckonings 
upon human Friendſhip, ſo- jealous, ſo ſuſpi- 
cious, ſo apt to diſagree with thoſe I ought to 
nr | manage, 


(#8) 


* ſo rem in correcting the Faults of 
others, ſo gentle and unmortified, when þ Rm 
marti my o oõẽ on?: 

Should I be ſo ſudden and haſty in m 
when deſpiſed and — whi — __ 
10 many Ctoſſes that God lays upon me, to 
lanctify me by them? Is it mot ſcandalous in 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves Followers of 
; 4 efus Chrift cracified, that they ſhould however, 

y\their: ares be the irreconcileable Ene- 
mies to the Crofts; as St. Paul expreſſeth it. 

We cannot ſeparate Ghriſt and the Crofs, 
on which he was crucified ſor us, and by which 
he hath drawn us for ever to himſelf. 

When will that too juſt Reproach ceaſe; that 
Clurchmen are too indulgent, too luxurious, 
too fond of Preferment, and careleſs of Souls; 
that Mortification and Self-denial is ſcarce 
mentioned by them, much/leſs prattifed ; and 
yet there is no true Devotion without theſe, 

They object to us, that we will ſerve God 
with every Convenience, ſigh after the other 
Lite, enjoying all the Sweetneſs of this, and, 
whilſt we declare againſt Self-love, take all 
Sorts of Precautions not to mortity it in any 
Inſtance i in ourſelves. | 

The ſecond Point is, Are we diſpoſed to die, 
to be united to Feſus: Ghri/t? St. Paul, who 
formed this n With, was defirous that 
Chriſtians, filled with the Hopes of Immortality, 
ſhould ſigh to be delivered from the Weight of 
_ their mortal Bodies; and St. Auguſtine, ex- 
plaining this Truth in its full Extent, ſaith, 

< That Holineſs of Life and Love of Death 


mere irreparable Diſpoſitions.“ The Love of 


theſe: tWo Eives combat with each other in 
Nb re Souls. The Love of this fling 


82 ö World 
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World is ſo violent in them, that they poſſeſs 
it with Pleaſure, and loſe it with Regret. The 
Perſection, on the Contrary, of Souls ver 
faithful to God, is, that they ſupport Lite wit 
Patience, and leave it with Joy, continually 
longing to go to their bleſſed Inheritance, to 
which all Things here below appear vile and 
mean. | 1 f 18 
Let none pretend, ſaith St. Auguſtine, that 
they only deſire to live, in Order to grow more 
virtuous; the Truth is, that they are not vir- 
tuous enough to wiſh to die; not being willing 
to die does not proceed from aſpiring to an 
higher Degree of Virtue, but from having ob- 
. tained but a low one. Neither let us alledge 
the Fears of God's Judgments to juſtity that of 
Death; if we only feared the Judgments of 
God in our Paſſage to Eternity, his Fear' in- 
ſpired by the Holy Ghoſt would be moderate, 
aceable and religious: the Perfection of our 
ve to God, ſaith St. John, confiſteth in our 
having Confidence in his Day of Judgment; 
for perfect Love caſteth out Fear, If we love 
him as our Father, ſhould we fear him as our 
Judge, even ſo as to fly his Preſence? Should 
we have thoſe baſe Fears which trouble, which 
deje& us? Thoſe vain Alarms which we feel, 
when the Lord knocketh at the Door, and by 
Sickneſs telleth that Death is near. We weep 
for the Death of thoſe we love, and fear our 
own, as if we had no Hope. To obſerve the 
vain Projects that we e to lengthen Lite, 
and make it agreeable, who would believe 
that we expect another happy and eternal 
Life, which this ſhort and miſerable one only 
ſerveth to retard? It is not ſurprizing that 


thoſe who confine their Hopes to this Lite fear 
"5 a"; 


- 
— 12 I — 


Chriftia 
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che Bad of it. - Doarhi is rent Mis fortune to | 


fach as would not be untted to Feſus Chriſt, 
and who do not hope to reign with him in 
bert for thoſe to whom Religion hath 
thewed A new aſſured Way, to enter into a 
new Liſe, and whoſe "Hopes are full of Im- 
mortality; 'can they reconcile theſe high and 
ſolid Hopes with Fear, and a conſtant Purſuit 
df triſting Amuſements, which ſtop their Pro- 
in Virtue, and keep them here below 
nelination? We may conclude, that our Fait 
and Piety are very weak and languiſhing, when 


they cannot overcome the Fear of Death; We 


muſt needs fee in a very confuſed Manner 
the great Privileges, - Hopes and Ar of 
anity, not to deſtre to end Miſery, and 

begin Happineſs. This is preciſely then what 


each of us 45s exxmine/him{elt upon. Am 1 


Prepared to die? Were 1 to die preſently, 
Thould 1 not regret any of the Geenen Which 


ſurround me? Is there not ſomething which I 


th indifferent to me, that however 1 can- 


not leave without Pain? Am 1/not blinded fo 


far as to hug my Chains, and love my Slavery? 
I muſt not deceive myfelf by a falſe Courage. 


Is it true that my Love to Feſus'Chrit over 


cometh my "Peat, and natural Averſion to 


Death? 


Do l uſe this World as äf 1 used ie indie? Ann 
I 4mpntient to be no longer ſubject to its Va- 
nities? Is there nothing Allowed by me which 

revents theſe Defires, and flatters Self- love? 


not endeavor to render my Life ſweet 


and agreeable by the Amuſeménts of Life 


Which I reckon innocent, but which, however, 
form in my Heart Attachments contrary to the 


Deſigns of God for me? And am! Willing to 
break theſe Chains? In 


C2073 


In ſhort; Do I prepare myſelf ſe 
Deatb? Is it upon this Meditation _ 
gulife each particular Action ot m D 

When Death arrives witkits Rigour, * 
and Weakneſs,: ſhalt I be- prepared to receive 
the fatal Blow: with Conſtapcy? - What will 
become of my Fortit uda in theſe laſt Moments, 
when 1 ſhall find myſelf betwixt two Worlds; 
this — . from my Sight for ever, and 
. — 
Hapes of ſeeing Fe/us: Mr il, that 
pat. the moſt amiable and delighttul; ſhould 
certainly comfort us e Death, though 
hideous to Nature. T7527 

Yet how! doth it happen that People pro- 
feſſing Piety, often fear it as much as others? 
that Abs leaſt Inſirmity alarms and : dejects . 
them; and one may obſerve as much anxious 
Care. and Nelicacy for their Preſervation, as in 
worldly People; muſt we not confeſa that this 
is ſhameful? In vain do wie prepare for Death, 
by a retived and pious Life, if this Preparation 
only ends in. being ſurprized and troubled at 
whatever Hour Death may arrive. 
Are we delighted to think: of God? chat is 
| to ſay, Do wa feel a ſincere Joy when we. pray 
to him, when we meditate in his Preſence on 
the Truths of Religion? Prayer is the Meaſure 
of Love; as we are more fervent. in Prayer, we 
are more elevated in divine Love. Who loves 
| 2 prays much; who. loves- little, prays 


He whoſe. Heart is daddy united-to; God; 
has not ſo high 2 Pleaſure as that of- never 
gy his Pr ; he feels a 8 


peaking to. God, . Gomtek, his eternal 


be 1 en 


- 


(12 ) 
Works, praiſing his Mercy, charmed with his 
Power and Witdom, abandoning himſelf to 
his Providence; in this Commerce of the 
Oreature with God, he unboſoms his Cares, 
Fears, Anxieties, to the tendereſt of Fathers, 
and it recovers Eaſe by opening its Heart to 
its moſt faithful Friend; it ſhews with Con- 
fidence its Weakneſſes, and ever finds God a 
Reſource in all Evils, a Shelter from all Ad- 
verſity, As we are. imperfect during Life, 
never exempt from Sin, all the Life of a 
Chriſtian muſt paſs in Penitence for our Faults, 
and Thankfulneſs to God for his Goodneſs ; 
and it is in the Exerciſes of Prayer that we can 
aſk Pardon of God for our Ingratitude, and 
thank him for his Mercy, Piety is never per- 
feed in us but by Fidelity in Prayer. God 
will make us feel by Experience, that we can 
only obtain his Love from him, that this Love, 
which alone is Religion, and the only true 
Happineſs of our Souls, can neither be acquired 
by the Reflections of our Underſtandings, not 


the natural Efforts of our Hearts, only by the 


atuitous Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, This 
n ſuch a Gift, that God alone will give 
it, but it muſt be to thoſe who alk it; thus we 
muſt, by a faithful and conſtant Application 
to God, earneſtly beg this Love that we may 
obtain it. We may blame ourfelves if our 
Piety hath not that Solidity and Confidence 
which is certainly produced by a good Prayer; 
for without this Exerciſe, by which we im- 

int ſtrongly in our Minds and Hearts all the 
Truths of Religion, by which we. accuſtom 
_ ourſelves happily to taſte and follow them, all 
the Sentiments of Piety which paſs through 
the Mind unattended to, are only tranſient 


| Favors 


. 
Fervors that paſs away. Let us pray then, but 
always with a View to our Duties; let us not 
ray to be more enlightened and fpiritual in 
Words, but to become more humble, more 
teachable, more patient, more charitable, 
more modeſt, more pure, and more diſin- 
tereſted in every Inſtance of our Conduct; 
without this, our Aſſiduity in Prayer, very far 
from being fruitful and efficacious, will be full 
of Illuſion for us, and Scandal for our Neigh- 
bour. Of Illuſion to us, for how many Ex- 
amples have we of People whoſe Prayers only 
nouriſh their Pride, and miſlead their Ima- 
inations! Of Scandal to our Neighbours; for 
1s their any Thing more ſcandalous, than to ſee 
2 Perſon who prays conſtantly, without cor- 
recting his Faults, who comes from Prayers as 
uneaſy, chagrined, angry, proud, and inter- 
eſted, as he was before he prayed ? SO 
Are we determined to abandon ourſelves to 
God with Confidence? Do we . upon his 
Providence as our beſt Reſource? Or have we 
not rather a political Providence that is timo- 
rous and uneaſy, which renders us unworthy 
ot the Aſſiſtance of the Providence of God? 
The generality of thoſe who would give 
themſelves to God are like the young Man in 
the Goſpel; they have ſome Reſerve, and that 
Reſerve prevents their Perſection, and prevents 
their being accepted of God; they would fain 
ſerve God and Mammon; but they cannot 
ſerve two Maſters, | WK 
The eſſential Diſpoſition of a Heart devoted 
to God is, to depend on him for every Thing, 
_ uſing the Means he hath ordained for the ob- 
taining of them; and after having done ſo, 
reſt aſtured that God z. Maſter of all bay 
We 


* 
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- We muſt each Moment ſupprefs the Co- 
vetouſneſs of Nature, which inceſſantly fears 
the Loſs of what it poſſeſſeth, and deſireth the 
Poſſeſſion of what it hath not. We muft defire 
- nofhing, will nothing, which may trouble or 
difturb the Defigns of God for us. We muſt be 
continually upon our Guard againſt Selt-love, 
which inceſſantly endeavors to make us 
Amends by the Amuſements of little Things, 
for the Sacrifice of greater Which we have 
made to God. For can there be any Thing 
more deplorable, than to ſee People, who, hav- 
ing taken the firſt Steps towards Perfection, 
lock back, and apprehend that they ſhall do 
too muß | 
However, can we ſay that many Souls are 
exempt from this Batenefs? = 177 +a 
Is it not true, that this Gift of ourſelves to 
God, by our Manner of ſerving him, reduces. 
this Gift and Service almoſt to nothing ? 
Wie almoſt make our ſpiritual: Intereſts give 
Place to our temporal ones; we would accom- 
pliſh our Duties, and ſatisfy our Conſciences, 
but we will do this with ſo many Conditions, 
we are 1o fearful, ſo cautious, left we ſhould 
-do or ſuffer too much to pleaſe God, that, in 
Effect, we do little or nothing; we foreſee fo 
many Inconveniences, we will aſſure ourſelves 
of ſo many Conſolations and Aſſiſtances, that 
inſenſibly we reduce the Practice of Chriſtianity 
to the Faſhions of the World, by our lan- 
guiſhing timorous Performance of its Duties. 
Why do ſo many undertake good Works with- 
out Succeſs? Becauſe they do not renounce 
themſelves in theſe Undertakings. Such timo- 
tous diſcreet Worldlings have not the Generoſity 
and Force which are neceffary to uphold the 
3 ITS Deſigns 


E 


Pefigns of God. No, God will diſdain to bleſs 
theſe Conducts which are too human; from 
ſuch proceed Lukewarmneſs, and a miſerable 
Diſcharge of all Duties. God pours his Riches 
with divine Profuſion, but it is upon thoſe 
Perſons who invoke him, who will truſt in 
none but him; and not to ſuch who will pre- 
vent his Providence, and never be induced to 


il. 3 a 
It is Time to conſider our Diſpoſitions in 
Regard to ourſelves. | 


Let us examine ourſelves, whether our Zeal 
be not imprudent under the Cloak of Religion? 
Whether our Prudence be not worldly Policy? 
Whether our Devotion be not the Effects of 


/ ( ( 
Whether our Charity is not an Amuſement? 
Here are tour Queſtions which we ſhould put 
to ourſelves. 1 | 2 
Firſt, Is not our Zeal imprudent? Let all 

Roots of Bitterneſs be deſtroyed in you, ſaid 
St. Paul; there is a bitter Zeal, which muſt 
be corrected; to hear it, all muſt inſtantly 
ſubmit to its Cenſures; all muſt be rigorouſly 
judged by it: but obſerve: the original of this 
pretended: Zeal; it is beoauſe our Neighbours 
Faults ſhock ours; our Vanity cannot bear ano- 
"thers Vanity; our Haughtineſs makes their 
Pride inſupportable ; our Reftleſſneſs detects 
their Sloth ; our Spleen their Amuſements; our 
Intereſtedneſs their Cunning and Addreſs to 
cheat us. Were we faultleſs, we ſhould lets 
feel the Defects of thoſe we are obliged to live 
with; it is even certain, that this Contrariety 
and Sort of Combat betwixt our Faults and our 
Neighbours. encreaſes the laſt extremely in 
our Imagination already prejudiced, 'Now, 
| B32 can 
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can we diſcover a more malignant Source than 
this cenſorious Zęal proceeds from? F 
Did we own fincerely, that we have not 
' Virtue enough to ſupport patiently the Want 
of it in our Re ghbour, we ſhould ſeem weak 
ourſelves, and hat Vanity forbids ; on the Con- 
trary, it muſt needs change our Faults into 
Virtues, Weakneſs muſt be Force, Pride Zeal; 
indeed, an imaginary and often an hypocritical 
Zeal ; for is it not admirable to obſerve how 
quiet and indifferent we are to thoſe Faults in 
others which give us no Trouble, whilft this 
 hery Zeal is Kindled in us, againſt thoſe who 
raiſe our Jealouſy, tire our Patience, or thwart 
our Intereſts? A conventent Zeal this, which 
is only exerted for ourſelves ; we wiſh to riſe 
by the Faults of others. Were our Zeal a 
Chriſtian one, it would begin at Home, and 
we ſhould be ſo much taken up with our own 
. Defects, Miſeries and Faults, that we ſhould 
ſcarce have Time (even from Charity) to think 
of thoſe of others. If we could prevail on our- 
ſelves to do fo, it muſt proceed from an Obli- 
gation of Conſcience thus to inſpect the Con- 
duct of our Neighbour, even when we were 
indiſpenſibly bound to watch over him; and 
even in that Caſe, we ſhould act with great 
Precaution for ourſelves, according to the Ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6. v. 1. Correct thy 
Brother with Gentleneſs, leſt thou ſhouldſt be 
tempted, whilſt thou art helping him out of 
Temptation. In correcting his ill Humour, 
ou run a riſk of following your own; in fup- 
refling his Pride and angry Paſſions, you may 
kindle your own; alas! beware then of 2 
zealouſly providing for the Perfection of your 
N eighbour, as to forget your own, ; 
t 
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e would be very imprudent Zeal to neglect 
our own Affairs, and preſide over thoſe of 
Others. It is true that the Zeal which animates 
a Chriſtian for the Correction of his Brother, 
when it is both pure and prudent, is a Zeal 
hich. is highly pleaſing to God; but we are 
not to believe it is diſintereſted, unleſs it bears 
the Marks of the Wiſdom from above, which 
is firſt pure, then peaceable, and always ſweet 
and moderate. For the Zeal which Kindles 
againſt our Neighbour, which will forgive him 
nothing, which will needs have him think ag 
we do, before he is convinced, and which will 
torment him if he doth not, ſuch 2 Zeal is 
earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh; all that is done or 
ſaid with Warmth is not fit for the Information, 
or Correction of our Brother. Where do we 
perceive any good Effects from theſe hard 
Conducts? We muſt gain Hearts when Religion 
is in Queſtion, and Hearts are gained by Marks 
ot Love and Conde ſcenſion. It is not ſufficient 
to have Reaſon on our Side, we ſpoil, we 
diſhonor Reaſon, when we ſupport it with an 
over-bearing Arrogance. Conviction muſt be 
free; it is by Sweetneſs and Affection that we 
ain Minds, that we diſpoſe them to liſten to 
_ Truth, and to ſuſpect their old Opinions; 
Mens Prejudices muſt be ript, not torn from 
them; we muſt firſt convince them that we 
love them, and this will inſpire them with the 
neceſſary Confidence in us to be of Uſe to them, 
and encourage them to conquer their former 
Errors and 


Habits. Self-love never fails ta 
riſe againſt ill humoured Counſels, however 
zuit they may be; even God doth not bleſs ſuch 
Conduct; for the Wrath of Man worketh not 
E 
| 1 17 
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dare not undertake, for the Intereſt of God, 


9 1 
Is not our Prudence worldly Policy? This 


fleſhly Wiſdom, the Apoſtle ſays, is but Death, 


for it is not ſubmitted to the Will of God, and 
cannot be ſo, There is an abſolute Incom- 
patibility between this Wiſdom from below, 
and the Wiſdom from above; it is this earthly 
Policy which reſiſteth the Spirit of God, grieves 
it, and traverſes the Deſigns which he hath 
for the Perfection of our Souls. This is the 
Wiſdom by which a Chriftian ſhuts himſelf up 
in himſelf, and truſts to his own Light of 
Reaſon entirely, and thereby fruftrates the 


greateſt” of God's Gifts, Grace. This earthly, 


ſenſual, deviliſh Wiſdom, ſo often reproved in 
the Goſpel, is, however, deep rooted in the 
Hearts of moſt Chriſtians. How many human 
Confiderations do we daily ſee fruſtrate the 
Works of God ! How many imaginary faſhion- 


able Decencies ſtop the Mouths of Chriſtians, 


when the moſt ſacred Fruths are boldly at- 


tacked! Thus we bafely give up to the World 


what is moſt holy and moſt venerable. 
Formerly the Chriſtians were a People who 

deſpiſed the ill-founded Contempt of the World 

to ſerve God with Liberty: At preſent, Chriſ- 


tians, and even ſome of thoſe retired from the 


World, fear its Cenſures, defire its Appro- 
bation, and regulate their Conduct and Opi- 
nions upon certain Prejudices, by which the 


World praifeth and blames as it pleaſes. 


It ſeems that this timid Weakneſs was never 
carried ſo far as at preſent ; for we regulate, by 
this worldly Prudence, Works which relate to 
the Glory of God; and determine how far each 
particular Perſon ſhould practiſe Virtue; and 
trom a T houſand Conſiderations merely human, 


any 
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any Thing which is not to the Taſte of the 
World. 5 2 ; 
Yet we conſult the World, though a declared 
Enemy to God, in Relation to the moſt holy\ 
Matters; we do not conſult it ſo far as not to 
give juſt Offence, which is right; but we con- 
1ult it, to accommodate its vain Maxims with 
Chriſtian Piety, and make our good Actions 
depend upon its Decifions; this worldly Pru- 
dence infects moſt People. How many vain 
Deſires to gain or keep the Favours of thoſe 
in Authoriry! How many flattering Cares to 
gain their Eſteem, to be conſidered and taken 
Notice of by them! What Regret and Unea- 
ſineſs when we fail in our Attempts this Way! 
What Grief when we loſe theſe vain Conſo- 
lations! | | mL | 
When we ſerve God with theſe Reſerves, we 
ſerve him weakly, we divide our Hearts and 
our Cares betwixt him and a Thouſand Things 
unworthy to enter into Competition with him; 
in this Situation God muſt wait for Occaſions; 
his Service muſt give Way to Times and Sea- 
- ſons; not only he muſt wait, but he mutt often . 
be refuſed. - It is true, we defire his Glory, we 
wiſh to do good, but we wiſh it upon ſuch 
Conditions, as make our good Intentions va- 
niſh; for we can never ſerve two Maſters. * 
Wie drag along, faith St. Auguſtine,” a weak 
and languithing Wil to the Practice of Virtue, 
which amuſes our Minds, without changing 
our: Hearts. Shapes. fp 
Who amongſt us deſireth Perfection as he 
ought to deſire it? Who amongſt us deſires 
Perfection more than Pleaſure, more than 
Honor? Who amongſt us loves Chriſtian Per- 
fection ſo much, as to ſacriſice all Amuſements 
43 which 
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which are contrary to it? Let us endeavor, 
from this Moment, to regulate our Prudence - 
by the Spirit of God. Let it not be a pre- 
| 2 1 Prudence, accommodated to the 
Diſſimulation of the Age; let us be prudent to 
do good, and ſo innocent, if poſſible, as not to 
| Par evil. Let us have that greateſt of all 
Prudence, to glorify God, to advance his In- 
tereſt, and do Honor to Religion by our Lives; 
and may we then forget ourſelves, and think 
we are unprofitable Servants. 255 
Is not our Devotion the Effect of our Humour ? 
The Apoſtle, foretelling the Dangers. that 
threatened Religion, ſaid, there ſhould ariſe 
vain Men, Lovers of themſelves; ſuch are to 
be ſeen every Day in all States of Lite; even 
_ - amongſt retired: Chriſtians, there are People 
who leave the World to fatisfy a melancholy 
ſour Diſpoſition; others are mild and quiet 
TIT a rather than Virtue; there are 
votions of every Conſtitution, though but 
one Goſpel, and every one adjuſts it to his 
particular Inclinations; whereas | Chriſtiang 
ſhould continually reſiſt their Inclinations, to 
conform to this holy Rule, and not bend it to 
their Humours. Yet where ſhall we find this 
admirable Conformity to all its Precepts? We 
lee every where Religion disfigured by Peoples 
Attempts to Mt it to their low Concept ĩons 
of it, to their Fancies and Caprices. 
One is fervent in Prayer, but hard, ſevere, 
and cenſorious, unable to overlook and pardon 
the Weakneſſes and Follies of others; another 


Oroſſes, but cannot bear the leaſt Contradiction 
or Diſappointment; ſome will faſt and mor- 
tity their Bodies, but take no Care to ſ'veeten 
bog t pt their 
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talks well on the Subject of Refignation and 
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their Tempers, which remain harſh and inſup- 
portable; ſome are fervent and pleaſed with 
private Devotion, but weary and wandering 
at public Worſhip, where their Duty equally 
calls them. And ſometimes, when People dii- 
charge an important Part of Duty well, they 
imagine they may be excuſed from the com- 
mon ones, which-every Hour furniſheth; is it 
not deplorable, that ſome People otherwiſe 
good, perſuade themſelves, becauſe they prac- 
tiſe ſome Virtues which give them Trouble, 
that this gives them a Title to be troubleſome 
to others, and to flatter themſelves in their 
predominant Inclinations? It would, indeed, 
be better to be gentler both to yourſelf and 
others, and not to be ſo zemlous and troubleſome 
at once; et. every Virtue in its Place, ac- 
cording to your Meaſure of Grace, and do not 
pretend to practiſe them at the Expence of 
others. B Wo Z | 
juſtice and Charity are the firſt of all human 
Virtues. Why ſhould you attach yourſelf to 
others in Prejudice of theſe, or to theſe in Pre- 
- judice-of each other? As for Inſtance, ſome 
People ſhould be juſt before they become ge- 
nerous ; be ſtrict to yourſelf, but be humble; 
be zealous for the Reformation of others, but. 
be good - humoured, charitable, polite and 
courteous; do all you can for the Glory of 
God, but begin with the Duties of your Station; 
without this univerſal Attention and Obedience 
to all God's Commands, your Virtues will de- 
generate into Whims, and your Example will 
deter from, and not invite People to Religion. 
It is the Sign of a great Degree of Grace, to 
bear with a ſmall Degree of it in others. Why - 
is Fiety decryed by Men of the World? Becauſe 
2 wrong - headed 
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weong-headed People reduce it to the Practiee 
of. low ſuperfluous Things, and foriake what - 
is eſſential to it. | " 
Is net our Charity an Amuſement ? Are not 
our Friendſhips vain and ill choſen? Is it not 
true, that we are oftener faithleſs to God by 
our Friendſhips, than from our Enmities? 
There is fo terrible a Law which forbids hating 
dur Neighbour, that when we ſurprize ourſelves. 
in Sentiments of Hatred and Revenge, that 
Animoſity gives us Horror, and we make Haſte 
to be reconciled to our Brot her; but as to ur 
Friendſhips, it is not the ſame, we are con» 
vinced that nothing is ſweeter, more innocent, 
and natural, or more contormable to Charity, 
than to love our Brethren ; even Religion ſerves 
as a Pretence to the Temptation. 10 25 
Thus we are not enough upon our Guard, 
in Relation to our Friendſhips; we form them 
often without Choice, and from no Rule but 
. Inclination, or blind Prejudice; let us give 
every Thing we love its proper Rank in our 
Hearts; do we love with Preterenee thoſe we 
gan lead to God, who are fit to lead us to him? 
Do we not ſeek. for vain Pleaſures in them? 
Alas} how much frivolous Amuſement in our 
Friendſhips! How much Time loſt in teftifying 
it, and often with little Sincerity! How many 
Heart-apenings and Confidences, which only 
ſerve to encreaſe Pain, and excite Complaints! 
How many particular Attachments, which 
event more univerſal Love! How many 
references that offend |! 1 | 
I 4 know it is permitted to love certain Per- 
{ons (whoſe Merits diftinguiſh them, or to 
whom Prudence hath connected us) with 
greater Tenderneſs than others. But you —_ 
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be diſcreet even in theſe Frierdſhips, they muft 
| He in the Bottom of your Heart, ard no more 
muſt appear outwardly, than what is neceſtary 
to ſhew Eſteem, Gratitude, and the 19 
of Friendſhip, which we owe them; as to af- 
fected Cares arid Tenderneſles, tbey only excite 
— f and give Pain to others. Even the 
1olieft Friendſhips muſt keep within theſe 
Bounds,—our Duty to our Neighbour. We 
muſt not only examine the Sentiments of our 
Hearts, but we muſt likewite ſtudy the Detail 
of our Actions, in Relation to our Neighbour; 
As to outward Conduct, we have three Things 
to do: | a — 


To | condeſcend, | 4 
To act, | 
To ſuffer. : 


Fir, to condeſcend. The Foimdation of 
Peace with all Men is Humility, God refifteth 
the proud; and Men, through Pride, conti- 
nually reſiſt each other; thus it is eſſential to 
the Succeſs of every Undertaking, where Men 
act in Concert, that they ſnould humble them 
ſelves. Pride is incompatible with Pride 
from thence ariſeth all the Diviſions Which 
trouble the World. my 8 

And with ſtropger Reaſon, the Works of 
God, which are all founded in Humility, can 
only be ſupported by the Means Whieh the Son 
of God choſe himſeſt for this great Work, the 
Eftabliſhment of Religion. 

We muſt be ſubmifftve to every Creature, 
ſays St. Peter; we maſt conquer all Sorts of 
Prfficulties by a perpetual Patience and Hu- 
mility; we muſt be always ready to perform 
the loweft, the meſt᷑ deſpicable Functions ac- 

5 cording 
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6ording to the World, and fear thoſe which 
are elevated, and to which ſome Honor and 


Authority is annexed ; we muſt fincerely love 


to be forgotten by the World, in Obſcurity, 
conſidering that State as an happy Harbour, 
and avoiding all Things that may take us out 
of it, and procure us ſome renown ; we muſt 
renounce from our Hearts all Reputation of 
Wit, Virtue, or Merit, which give us ſecret 
Pleaſure; a vile and unworthy Recompence, 
which fruſtrates thoſe that God would give us, 
for ſacrificing all to him. In a Word, we muſt 
ty in an humble Retreat, what the inſpired 

ing ſaid, whilſt he humbled himſelf to honor 
God in his Triumph, I will ſtill become 
« more and more vile in my own eyes, that I 
« may pleaſe thoſe of God.” 3 

If we do not love Humility, we ſhall not ſub- 
je& ourſelves to it with Pleaſure; it we do not 
obey with an humble Docility, we only trouble 
the Order and Regularity of the World. Is it 
not this ſubtle and diſguiſed Pride, diſguiſed I 
ſay, to others and ourſelves, which ſaps by 
little and little the Fruits of Religion, and. 
which corrupts by little and little the Fruits of 


our Virtues? Is it not theſe preſumptuous Peo- 


ple who are critical, diſdainful, and odd, ex- 
treme in their Sentiments, who, defirous of 
redreſſing all Things according to their Views, 
go aſtray, and are incapable of accommodating 
themſelves to other Men, to concur with them 
in the Works of God? & 
Me muſt ſtifle in the Bottom of our Hearts 
all growing Jealouſies, little Traps for Praiſes 


and Honor; a vain Defire to pleaſe, to ſuc- 


oeed, to be praiſed, and the Fear of ſeeing 


others preferred to us; we muſt .conquer the 
2 251 I Deſire 
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Deſire to decide, dictate, and act of ourſelves, 
and the natural Paſſion to goyern, and to ſee 
gur Sentiments prevail over the Sentiments of 
others, . / - 3 
Since Feſus Chriſt hath equalled Men of all 
Conditions, by calling all Men according to the 
Apoſtle, it followeth, that all thoſe Differences 
which flatter the Ambition of Men, are ruined 
ay Chriſtianity ;' when God hath levelled all 
en by the Equality of his moſt precious Gitt, 
Faith, it is in vain to pretend to diſtinguiſh 
ourſelves by Advantages which are not real : 
Let each forget, if it be neceſſary, what they 
have been, to remember what they are. Let 
the Sons and Daughters of God deſpiſe all other 
Titles, and not deſpiſe their Brethren for the 
Want of them: let them neither eſteem them- 
ſelves for natural or acquired Talents, and be 
foremoſt in Deference and Honors of others, 
as St. Paul ſaid, Be .courteous to all Men; 
honor all Men. Theſe Rules are eafily given, 
but we cannot obey them with the ſame Fa- 
cility, Nature mult firſt be well deſtroyed by 
Grace in our Hearts, to be able conſtantly in 
every Particular to obſerve ſo perfect a Conduct, 
and ſo humble. 

Not only Pride, but even Spirit and Delicacy, 
natural to certain Minds, renders ſuch Conduct 
extremely difficult; for inſtead of reſpecting 
their Neighbours with a true Sentiment of Hu- 
mility, all their Charity conſiſts in enduring 
them with a Compaſſion very like Contempt. 
You ſee there is much to be done in the beſt 
of us; it is neceſſary to uſe the utmoſt Dili- 
gence, whilſt Time ſo ſhort and precious is 
given to us. Life is ſhort, let us make Haſte 
to employ it; let every Moment of it be con- 

| C ſecrated 
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h l to good Works; for when every Thing 
. elſe ſhall vaniſn for ever from us, the Works. 
of the Juſt will be their, faithful. Companions, 
beyond the Grave; they ſhall follow them, 
faith the Holy Ghoſt, Rev. 14. v.13, Beſides, 
it is certain, as. St. Paul finely. ex preſſeth it, 
that we were created in, Jus Chriſt jor good. 
Works, that we ſhould in them; that is 
to ay, according to the Language of. Scrip- 
ture, to pats: all our Life in this happy Appli- 
cation. Let us then do good-according to. the. 
Power which God. 22 N us, in tbe State 
* 


of Life in which he hat ced us. Let us. 
do good, 

With ierten, 

With Courage, 


With Perſeverance. | 


The 13 which is called Charity only adteth. 
to encreaſe God's Glory; it can ſtop. tor. that. 
Reaſon when Diſcretion requireth it, it will: 
not engage inconſiderably in 9 
Deſigns. 

With Courage, for St. Paul exhorteth us in 
Galatiant, not to fall whilſt we are doing Good 
through Want of Zeal and Faith. | 

With Perſeverance, becauſe we often ſee 
light, eaſy, and inconſtant Minds look back 
too ſoon; we ſhall every where find Oppor- 
tunities of doing good, they preſent. thamſcbres. | 
to us continually, and almoſt every where, the. . 
Will to perform them tails us. It is true, that 
we mult act diſcreetly, with Precaution and. 
Counſel, leſt thatavhile we are intent upon the 


Sanctification of others, we ſhould work infen- 


ſibly to our own Reprobation. But however, 


* us not be like ſome devout People, ow: 
| | only 


* 
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*only think of themſelves, who retrench their 
Cate and Attention to their own Safety, and 
are inſenſible to that of others; Charity, though 
prudtent, is difintereſted; and when God deigns 
o make uſe of us, when he truſts (upon ſome 
Occaſions) the Intereſts of his Glory to our 

Care, do you apprehend that he will forget 

vours? en | 
* Laſtly, we mult ſuffer. 

Ifiniſnh this Diſtourfe with one of the prin- 
ipal Truths Which I explained from the be- 
ginning. Ves, it is necsſſary to ſuffer, not 
only to ſubmit ourſelves to Providence, in Or- 
der to expiate our Faults, and to ſanctify us by 
the Virtues of Afflicxion, but it is likewiſe often 
-neceſfary thut we ſhould ſuffer to make tlie 
Works of God ſusceed which are entfufted to 
us. The Kpoſties, according to the Pictute 
which the great Apoſtle himſelf gives of them, 
were Men who gave themſelves up to all Sorts 
oft Injuries, Wrongs and Torments, for-preach- 
ing the Goſpel; tome envious and artificial 
People preached the Goſpel, in Order to raiſe 
a more cruel Perſecution againſt St. Paul, and 
to render his Captivity and Bonds more rude ; 
ino Matter, ſaid he, provided that their Malice. 
and my Patience in thy Labours, make Feſtts 
¶Mriſt known; theſe are the Sentiments that 
we thould have for the Defigns of God, to 
which be makes us inſtrumental, when their 
ducceſs dependeth on our Sufferings. Let us 
ſuffer with Joy; happy when God makes His 
Cauſe ours, and when we fuffer for his Glory. 
Likewiſe will he Himfelf comfort us, and wipe 
:all Tears from bur Eyes. Whoſoever will ſerve 
God, muſt ſuffer * $t, Paul ſaith; 
| 2 and 
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and the Wiſe Man faith, My Son, by engagi 
. yourſelf in the happy Service of God, you mi 
prepare yourſelf tor Temptations. Provide 
. yourſelf with Courage and Patience, you will 
- tuffer Tribulations and Traverſes, which will 
_ + ſhake your Conſtancy, if your Faith and Cha- 
«rity have not a ſtrong Foundation; the World 
will blame, will tempt you, and will not per- 
mit you to enjoy even your Retirement in Peace; 
our Friends and your Enemies will a& in Con- 
x Vert to ruin you, at leaſt, to fruſtrate your pious 
Deſigns; even thoſe with whom you are con- 
nected to glorify God, will lay in your Way a 
| Sort of Temptation; from an Oppoſition of 
Humours and Sentiments, different Views and 
Cuſtoms; theſe Things will make you ſuffer 
much from thoſe you looked upon as your 
Support and Conſolation; their Faults and 
yours will perpetually ſhock each other, becaule 
vou will be every Hour together; if Charity 


doth not ſweeten your Pains, if more than a 


moderate Degree of Virtue doth not remove 
the Bitterneſs of your State, if conſtant Fervor 
in Prayer doth not lighten the Yoke of the 
Lord, it will grow ſo heavy, that you will fink 


under it. In theſe Circumſtances, you will be 


fo taken up with your own Uneaſineſs, that 
inſtead of working in Union with' other La- 
bourers in the common Work, you will be re- 
duced to ſeek, to beg every Hour, for Counſel 
and Conſolation, to ſupport your Weakneſs in 
the midſt of . ſuch Diſguſts, and, far from ad- 
vancing the Glory of God, all that you will be 


able to do, will be to keep yourſelf from being 


». hurt, and to avoid the giving of Scandal by 
. your Divifions. This is but too faithful a 


icture of the Dangers we are in. I am not 
ignorant 


- 


| 
' 
| 
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ignorant of the Graces which God will give, 
but I remind you, that the more you have re- 
<eiyed of the Gifts of God, the more you ſhould 
_ Year being unfaithful to him. It is ybu'Who 
are to give as much Glory and Joy to his Church, 
as bad Chriſtians cauſe Shame and Grief to it; 


it is. you who are to comfort her by your Virtue, 
and to afſiſt even her worſt and moſt erroneous 
Children, by your Prayers, Example and Gare. 
God grant that you may ever riſe from Virtue 
to Virtue, and that, being tee moſt illuſtrious 
Part of vu Chiift's Flock, you may de one 
with him, as he is with his Father to all Eter- 
nity. Amen, 6 | 
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FeNEroN, Arehbiſhop of Canby. 


ST. Joan, Chap. I. Ver. 19. 47 
The Fews ſent Prieſts and Levites from Feruſalem, 


to aſk him, Who art thou ? 


TEES T ſeems that the Zeal and Au- 
©. © ſterities of St. John had made a 
I great Impreſſion on the Jews, ſince 
© O they imagined he might be their 
SS Meſſiah; and, to remove their 
Doubts, they depend on bis own Account of 
himſelf, and de bh 2 ſolemn Embaſſy to con- 
ſult him upon this Queſtion. 

This Confidence which the Jews teſtified to 
St. John, ſhewed no leſs Eſteem for him than 
the Opinion they had conceived of him did; 
if they muſt have an high Idea of his Merit, 

to ſuppoſe that he was the Meſſiah, they muſt 
dave an high Idea of his Wiſdom and Probity 
to make him judge in his own Cauſe, and to 

2 the wiſeſt among them to ſubmit to his 

| Deciſion 


9 


\ 


_ and which knew him not. Humility 
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Decifion in an Affair of that Importance. But 
the more Eſteem they teſtify by this Propoſal, 
the more doth his Humility appear in this An- 
ſwer; ſince far from being dazzled. by theſe 
Marks of extraordinary Reſpect, he re; 
all the pompous Titles they would give him; 
he will not paſs for Jeſus Chrift nor for Elias, - 
nor even for a Prophet; be only anſwers to the 
| Queſtions of the Jews, that he is not what 
they imagine; and if he is obliged to take a 
Title which juſtifieth his Miſſion, and ſhews 
the Right he had to teach the People, he con- 
ceals his Titles of Apoſtle, Prophet, and An- 
_ gel, which are given him in Scripture, and 
aſſumes: none but this: I am the Voice of one 
erying in the Wilderneſs, Prepare ye the Way 
of the Lord; as if he had ſaid, I am to publiſh 
the Greatneſs of Feſus Chriſt, therefore I am 
the Voice; but I am nothing in myſelf, but a 
little beaten; Air, a Noiſe which bath no Body, 
a Sound which hath neither Solidity nor Sub- 
ſtance, and which periſheth, and is annihilated 
. as ſoon as it hath expreſſed the Idea of which 
it is a Sign, I am the Voice. To this doth he 
reduce all his Qualities and Functions, who was 
declared to be the greateſt of all Men by Feſtus 
Chrift himſelf : St, John adds, that there will 
come another Baptiſm much more excellent 
than his; that there will come another Perſon 
to whom he is unworthy to perform the loweſt 
Inſtances of Service. N 
- 'Yow ſee that this preacheth and teacheth 
Humility to us, of which this great Saint gives 
Jo aſtoniſhing an Example; Humility is the firft 
Step we muſt take in embracing Chriſtianity, 
as it was the firſt Step which 5 Chrift took, 
when he came into the World he had made, 
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_ Humility is the Character 6f Cheiftimilty, 
and the moſt evident Mark ef being one bf 
Gods Riect; it is the. Sourde, Original and 
*Goardian of all Virtues, and without ' which 
we cannot enter intò the Ki f Heaven; 
yet it is deſpiſed, littte practiſed, and ſcaree 
knownby thoſe w call themſelves Ohriſtians. 
That I may be fo happy 2s to give fore 
dentiments of this Virtue to my Hearers, We 
muſt each ef us implore God's Holy Spirit to 
this Effect. I confeſs that Humility is ſo pure 
-and difficult, that We muſt do Vidlenee to our 
Inelinations to oonſent to the Practice of it; 
o diſintereſted in its Views, that Seff-love oan- 
mot reliſh them; bat whatever Bugbears we 
may raiſe to reſiſt the Practice of this Virtue, 
how'contfaty ſoever it may be to the Maxims 
and Faſhions of the World, we may depend 
upon it, ſo much the more we ſtand in Need 
of it, to aſſiſt us againſt the Delufions-of this 
World, deliver us from its Miſeties, and ſecure 
ternal Happineſs to us; fer Humility only 
contradicteth our Inolinations to rectify them, 
And undeceiveth us in Relation te the deeeitful 
Pleaſures of this World, in Order to enſure us 
Reality of Happineſs in che fext. 
There are three Inolinations in Man which 
Humility refifeth; a Deſire to aggranhdize, to 
@ntich, and t6 aſſume all to ourſelves. We all 
Know the Foree of thoſe Tnetinations, and What 
Trouble we take to ſatisfy them; it ſeems that 
Mumility would Udſtroy them, and that makes 
us ſo much afraid of it. Man is ambitisus, 
MHumility lowers him; Man would enrieh him 
Rf at the Expence of all about him, Humility 
Feſtrameth this Inclination; Man wou aſſume, 
Humility ſleweth' that ef himfeH he bath ne- 
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But it is happy for us, and ſhould quiet our 
Fears, that Humility, by lowering, raiſes us; 
by ſtripping, enricheth us; and by annihilating, 
gives us a new being. Be not therefore fright- 
ened at Humility, ſince by a Prodigy this Vir- 
tue is the Principle of true Greatneſs ; this Diſin- 
tereſtedneſs an inex hauſtible Fountain of Riches; 
and this Self-annihilation the Way to enter into 
a ſupernatural and divine Life. 
Chriſtian Perfection is ſometimes repreſented 
to us under the Figure of an Edifice; and as 
an Architect proportioneth the Depth of his 
Foundation to the Elevation of his Building, 
ſo in like Manner as we would riſe in Virtue, 
we muſt fink into true Humility. You would 
be great, begin by making yourſelt little; for 
it is the only Way to arrive at Greatneſs: You 
aim at Perfection and the moſt ſublime Virtues, 
conſider firſt to lay a Foundation for this great 
Edifice; for every Building there muſt ; 6 2 
Foundation, a ſlight one ſeemeth a Cottage; 
but for ſuch as Churches, Towers, and Palaces, 
which are to be of an extraordinary Height, 
we dig very deep in the Earth, becauſe a mo- 
derate Foundation could not ſupport ſuch ex- 
alted Edifices. Thus Humility being the Baſis 
of Chriſtianity, we ſhall never have any Virtue, 
nor any Degree of Holineſs, if we are not hum- 
ble; and it we hope to riſe to the Greatneſs 
which our Religion propoſeth to us, it muſt be 
by profound Humility, which muſt be conſtant 
and ſolid. To enter more profoundly into this 
Truth, let us conſider the Greatneſs to which 
a Chriſtian may aſpire. If we Reaſon, from 
| earthly Things, what can we wiſh for more to 
aggrandize ourſelves in a Kingdom, than free 
Acceſs to the King, to be in his F n 
| 10 
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o much conſulted by him, that he will treat 
zus as he doth himfelf? Is not this the Height 
to Which Fortune can raiſe /a Favorite? Vain 
"Greatneſs'in Truth, ſince it ts a worldly Great- 
- mnefs that endeth with Time, therefore cannot 
Bive a true Idea of Chriſtian Greatneſs; how- 
Ever, it will help us to conceive, that we can 
defire nothing more fublime, than to have free 

ceſs to God, to be agteeable 9 And to 
one Ie bim in fome by this 
voti will exfily be convinced, v7 "the Self- 
Abaſement to which Humility leads us, is the 
Principle of true Greatneſs, fince Fartiliztity, 
Ftiendhip, and Reſemblance to God are the 
Effects wy it: 3 Judge then After this, Whether 
uch Advantages ſhould not content dur Am- 
_ ition, or Rte 'we have any 'bigher Dig- 


nfty to with for. Firſt, Humility familiatzes 


us With! Gol, giwes us free Acceſs to him: Who 
*cotd: have ine it, had he not told us by 
is Prophet, that his Ways are not as our W 2 
Perſuaded as we are of his Miajeſty and 
cellence, ſhould we not imagine, hat, in Order 
to approach him, we ought to raiſe ourſelves 
to All that 2 ppears great and moſt conſiderable 
*zmongft 5 However, St. Auguſtine teach- 
eth us a direct conttary Way to God: God 1s 
2 God is elevated, ſaid this great Saint; 
wever, if you elevate 1 N . you will find 
Yourfelf very far from if you humble 
'yourſelf, he will ſend nant, and you 
Will find him near you. The mbre: Pins you 
take with yourfelt'to Become humble, in Very 
Inſtance, to bear the Contempt of Men, to give 
Way to them upon all 'Occafions, the more 
Acceſs will you have to God, the higher will 
n rife in his Favor, who refiſteth * | 


%. 
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and giveth Grage: to the humble; but, on the 
contrary, thoſe Men wha cannot bear the leaſt, 
Ipdignity; Who only think of riſing in the, 
World, and of being. eſteemed, the more; they. 
ſuppoſe themſelves; rifng, among Men, the, 
lower do they ſink before God; they mult not, 
hope for Ramiliarity with him: it in Frayen 
he communicateth Rimſelf to Men, it is to the 
humble and not to the proud, We complain, 
ſometimes that we make no Progreis in this, 
Exerciſe, that we loſe our Lime in it, that we. 
have continual Wanderings ot Thought, and, 
Coldgefs,, that God. doth not make us taſte. the 
Sweetnels that be beſtows, on ot bers; let us, 
examine ourſelves, whether it may not be our 
Pride; Which obligeth God to, reject us. Are we. 
not tog eager: to gain the; Hſteem of thole we 
converſe with? Do we not feel ap exceſſive, 
Uneaſineſs when they. contemn us, or lay, any 
diſobliging Things; of us If you aſpire to-a 
Familarity witb God, and te Communion with 
him, Which wa may. bave in Prayer, Wea: 
yourſelf, love Mortiſigationg renounce all Senr., 
timents of Vanity, and: God wil communicate 
himſelf to you in Prayer, and make you taſte. 
ineſtimable Sweetneſs init; it is the lame Rea 
ſon hich uſually preyenteth. our. being, heard, 
and obtaining of God:the Graces, that we. aſl 
of, him, The. inſpired.King thus prays, Hum 
ble thyſelf, O. Lord, te liſtento my Voice, and 
£7406 my Prayer: St, Auguſtine anſwersth him, 
God will humble himſelf to liſten ta us, if we, 
do not raiſe ourſelves, by, our Pride ; When we 
Pray as, the Publican. in, the, Goſpel, who, ſen- 
nble of his Badeneſs, durſt,not lift up bis Eyes 

to Heaven, God: never fails to hear us; but, 
when we. preſent; ourſęlves before. him with 


Aſſurance, 


wt 
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Aſſurance, if we are full of ourſelves, ready to 
declare our own Praiſes, proud of the good 
that we think we have done, and apt to deſpiſe 
all others as the Phariſee did, God will not hear 
us, he will not liſten to our Prayers, he will 
withdraw himſelf, and be far from us; and the 
Reaſon is clear. All Familiarity is founded in 
Friendſhip; we do not love to converſe with 
thoſe who diſpleaſe us, we do not trouble our- 
ſelves to liſten to them, or grant their Requeſts : 
thus, as all proud People are diſpleaſing to God, 
we muſt not be ſurprized if God rejecteth their 
Prayers; on the contrary, he draweth near to 
the humble, he is pleaſed to liften to them, he 
riveth himſelf familiarly to them, becauſe he 
loveth them, and that they are agreeable to 
him; humble yourſelves therefore that God 
may exalt you. ; 
The fecond Advantage of Humility is, that 
it rendereth us pleaſing in the Sight of God. 
This Virtue is ſo ſtrongly recommended in 
the Holy Scriptures, that there is ſcarce a Page 
which doch not furniſh us with Proofs of it. 
What a Happineſs to be loved of God! What 
an Advantage! 'Should it not comfort us for 
all the Mortifications to which Humility may 
expoſe us! You ſay you cannot bear ſuch an 
Affront, nor pardon the Author of ſuch a Scan- 
dal; you fear it will injure your Reputation, and 
prevent the Eſteem which People would other- 
wiſe have for you! This Thought chagrins you, 
throws you into Trouble and Anxiety, Rage 
and Anger poſſeſſes you; but if you calm theſe 
Emotions, and permit yourſelf to be conducted 
by the Sentiments which Humility inſpireth, 
you will find that this Diſhonor, this Morti- 
_ fication, this Contempt, if you make a 87 ö 
C 611K 17741. e 
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Uſe. of them, will make you agreeable to God: 
it will perhaps deprive- you of the Eſteem of 
your Fellow Creatures, but it will gain the 
Aſteem of the Creator; the World. may think 
lightly of you, but you will be more conſiderable 
in Heaven; perhaps you will be laughed at, 
rallied, or inſulted, but God will have more 
Care, more Tenderneſs and Friendſhip for you. 
Will not this Exchange be advantageous: to 
you? Have you a Right to complain, and to 
give Way to ſuch violent Tranſports ? ; 
Let us apply this Self-examination to the 
moſt retired Chriſtians, to the Motions of Va- 
nity which may inſenſibly ſteal into the Hearts 
of pious and exemplary People: there are, 
amongſt theſe, ſome who, having retired from 
the World, ſtil deſire its Efteem, and cannot 
bear to be forgotten by it, or that People ſhould, 
ſhew them any Inſtance of Contempt; they 
pique themſelves upon their Goodneſs, Expe- 
rience, Capacity, and Conduct, by which they 
pretend to be diſtinguiſhed from others, and 
ſtill hold to the World by Reputation: but theſe 
are dangerous Sentiments, and will not be ad- 
mitted by you, when you are convinced that 
nothing can make you ſo agreeable to God as 
Humility, and that what is highly eſteemed 
amongſt Men, is Abomination in the Sight of 
God: important Truth, that is as terrible as 
unattended to by the World, and which cannot 
be thought of but with Terror; for all that is 
great, pompous, and dazzling amongſt Men, 
is not of God, but of the World, Jeſus Chri/t 
himſelf faith fo, therefore it is impoſſible to 
call it in Queſtion; that all that is efteemed- 
by Men is Abomination in the Sight of God, 
Luke 10, v. 15: Now if we were thoroughly, 
perſuaded 


| LF - 

perfuaded of this, ſhould we not be content 
when we find ourſelves deſpiſed ? Dare we wiſh 
for Greatneſs? Shall we not count ourſelves 
happy when we enjoy nothing that the World 
efteemeth? Earthly Riches, temporal Dignities, 
fumptuous Palaces, magnificent Attendants, 
with all that is brilliant upon Earth, let the 
Men of the Age feek after you, and Pagans 
idolize you; let Worldlings figh for you; you 
Have nothing that ſhould touch the Heart of a 
Chriſtian, having learned from the Mouth of 
His divine Maſter, that you are Abomination 
| before him; a Chriſtian is far from being 
 Eharmed with your vain Appearances ; never 
will he efteem you, never will he ſeek after 
you; and if the State of Life in which God had 
placed him, ſhall require fome Marks of human 
Greatneſs, he will confider them with Indif- 
ference, on the Sentiments of that holy Queen, 
whom the Providence of God raifed to the 
Crown of Perfia for the Preſervation of her 
People, but who, in the midft of her Greatneſs, 
preſerved ſo much Love for her humble Con- 
dition, that ſhe fighed to ſee herſelf adorned 
with a Diadem; thou knoweſt, faid ſhe to God, 
the Neceſſity to which thy Providence hath 
reduced me, I deteſt this Mark of Glory; this 
Jeweſs will condemn many Chriffians. How 
important is it, that we ſhould infpire ſuch 
Sentiments into the tender Minds of thoſe 
whoſe Education is committed to our Care! 
How amiable would a Chriſtian Virgin render 
herſelf in the Eyes of God, if, when obliged by 
her Rank, or the Will of her Parents, to make 
Uſe of expenfive Ornaments, ſhe ſhould do it 
with Regret; but, on the Contrary, it is they 
who preſs, who ſolicit, who conſtrain their 
dans Parents 
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Parents againſt their Inclinations, to ſatisfy 


their Vanity, and ſuppoſe by this Means to 
gain the Eſteem of the World, in which how- 
ever they ſeldom Tucceed ; but, be that as it 
will, they render themſelves abominable before 
God: whereas, had they contented themſelves 
with a juſt Moderation in their Expence, de- 
iſing theſe vain Ornaments, and giving to the 
Poor their ſuperfluous Expences, and not de- 
firing the Efteera of Men, they would pleaſe 
| him whom they were made to pleaſe. us 
add to this a third Adyantage of Humility, 
that beſides canciliating God's Favor to us, 
we have the Honor of reſembling bim by this 
Virtue, Haman could imagine nothing more 
glorious for himſelf than to be like Aaſuerut; 
and this Prince having afked what he ſhould do 
to honor 2 Subject in the higheſt Degree, this 
Man, one of the proudeſt that ever exiſted, 
{ſuppoſing himſelf to be that Perſon, adviſed, 
that he whom he determined to honor, ſhould. 
be dreſſed in his royal Robes, with the Diadem 
on his Head, mounted on the King's Horſe, 
and, in this State, led through all the Streets 
and public Places, by the moſt honorable Prince 
of the Court, who-thould praclaim aloud, that 
thus ſhall he be honored whom the King de- 
lighteth to honor; we know tbat he was diſ- 
appointed, and that this Honor was conferred 
on his Enemy. | 
Now we certainly know, that what human 
Pride aſpired to as moſt pompous, we may at- 
tain by the deepeſt Humility; if the Perſian 
King could not more honor his Favorite, thay 
by making him reſemble himſelf, 7% Chriſt, 
being our ſovereign Monarch, the greateſt 
Hanar that we can * to, is to be treateg 
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and Areſſed like him; and fince he wore no 
Diadem but bis Crown of Thorns, no royal 
_ Robes but the Scarlet, put on him in Deriſion 
by Herod and the Soldiers; fince he led a poor 
and a mortified Life, flying from Shew and the 
Eſteem of Men, bearing, with admirable Pa- 
tience, the Wrongs and Injuries of Men, it is 
an Advantage to us to reſemble him in this 
State when he pleaſeth to call us to it; then we 
may truly ſay, thus ſhall he be honored whom 
the King delighteth to honor; Apoſttes of Ckriſt, 
thus ye thought: The Apoſtles: rejoiced that 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame for 
his Name; it was the higheſt Honor that God 
could grant them, thus to reſemble his Son, 
their King and Sovereign. 1 
A Deſire of becoming like unto God occa- 
fioned the Fall of Angels, and of the firſt Man, 
becauſe they would elevate themſelves in Order 
to obtain this Reſemblance. Iwill mount upon 
the Throne, ſaid Lucifer, and make myſelf 
like the Moſt High; and, at the ſame Time, 
his Pride hurled him to Hell; he inſpired our 
firſt Parents with the ſame Defires; ye ſhall 
be as God, ſays he, knowing good and evil; 
or, in other Words, you ſhall ſhare in the Ex- 
cellence of divine Knowledge; and they, havir 
yielded to the Temptation, were banithed from 
Paradiſe, and condemned, with their Poſterity, 
to all the Miſeries we now ſuffer. 1 
God, whole Goodneſs is infinite, hath willed 
to turn us from this dangerous Ambition; he 
hath willed to prevent this Deſire of being like 
unto him, from becoming as fatal to us, as it 
was to the Devil and our firſt Parents, He 
Hath pleaſed to act in ſuch a Manner, that this 
Deſire may give us a Bent and inclination to 
NT. 816188 Humility; 
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umility ; it is for this that the Son g Go 
Faming tat the World hath ſought 1 Tumi- 
iation and Abaſement, that we may become 
Þke. unto him, without Raving. th the State which 
is due to us, and without us above 
what our Nothi hingneſs merits.. . hymbleg 


himſelf, that ho Ba Nn which gecaſiqned.- 
gur F ault, ma Means of our Salvation 
or Re CR! — bumbled himſelf, that the 
Defire ot being like — — God might reſcge us 
from Hell, whither it had plunged the Devil, 
and that we might return by it to Paradiſe, 
from whence it had haniſhed our firſt Parents, 
and to return ,thaſe Graces to us which it had 
ſtripped them of. Let us then aſpire at he- 
coming like unto God, ſince it is he bimſelf 
who wills and ſolicits us to it; but let us not 
fay, I will exalt myſelf to be like the Moſt 
High, it is that Determination which hath: 
been the Ruin of Reprobates ; let us then * 
directly the oppoſite Road; let us not ſay, I 
will exalt myſelf to be like the Moſt High, Gd 
1 will * ſelf and deſcend to become 
like the Moft U; h; it is this Virtue that 
ſanctified all the aints, I will count myſelf 
happy in a moderate Station, and not to enjoy 
—— the World eſteemeth; thus 1 ſhall imitate- 
Jeſus Chriſt: I will renounce Vanity, which 
maketh me ſay and do ſo many Thin 55 to raiſe 
pet the moſt I poflibly can in my Profeſſion. 
ill retrench in Dreſs and Furniture, to con- 
form myſelf more to my Saviour's Paverty ; 341 
will. patiently, and. even joy fully, bear In uries, 
the being neglected, forgot, and rallied by 
Men; I will do nothing. to gain their Eſteem, 
L will conceal as much as poſſible what might 
brochure it, to . end that I may ſhare in the 
D3. Contempt: 


Contempt and Humiliation of God. Theſe 
are the Sentiments which a Deſire to reſemble 
God ſhould. inſpire us with at preſent ; this is 
the only Means of growing great in Chriſti- 
anity, and he who takes another Way falls 
inſtead of riſing ; it is only Humility which 
can exalt us, it is impoſſible to riſe unleſs we 
firſt deſcend; this is an eternal and immutable 
Law, which Jeſus Chrift himſelf would not be 
diſpenſed with from obeying, We muſt like- 
wiſe diveſt ourſelves before we are enriched, 
which is the next Point to be confidered. Per- 
haps ſome of us never perfectly underſtood what 
St. Paul means to teach, when he attributes 
all our Pains and Chagrins to the Deſire of be- 
ing cloathed upon before we are uncloathed, 
2 Cor. v. v. 4. The Senſe that is uſually given 
to: theſe Words is, that we are afflicted at being 
-obliged to die, becauſe that we would enjoy 
the Felicity of the next World, without ſut- 
fering the Pain of dying, and we with that 
. God would cloath us with Glory, before he ſtrips 
us of our Fleſh. | 8 ; 
But it ſeems to me, that we may hkewiſe 
give it a more extenſive Senſe; and 1 think 
that this Remark of St. Paul agreeth won- 
derfully with the Uneafineſs and Trouble we 
are ſubject to, when we would accommodate 
the Practice of Virtue with the Inclinations of 
Nature: There are People to whom God hath 
given ſome Defire to pleaſe him; the Beauty 
of Virtue charmeth them; the Thoughts of 
their laſt End aſtoniſheth them; they are very 
deſirous to take ſome Care of their Salvation, 
but they cannot reſolve to renounce the Pom 
and Vanities of this wicked World, and all the 
fintul Luſts of the Fleſh, They deſire that theſe 
r 5 may 


AT 

may be united to the Exerciſe of Piety} and, 
finding that impoflible, they are in continual 
Uncertainty, Uneaſineſs, and Fear, the Weight 
of which often maketh them groan. For this 
Reaſon, the fame Apoſtle giveth us Warning, -. 

that if we will embrace a Life according to the 
Maxims of the Goſpel, and which is called in 
Scripture, putting on the New Man, we muft 
diveſt ourſelves of the Old Man, we mutt re- 
nounce Vanity, Senſuality, and Delicacy, which 
attaches us to the' Goods of this World, and to 
all other irregular Motions of our corrupt Na- 
ture; for, without this, we ſhall never be at 
Reſt, and whatſoever Reſolutions we may take 
to acquire Virtues, they will neither have So- 
lidity, Force, nor Conſtancy; 1 ſay further, we 
muſt ſuffer ourſelves in ſome Sort to be ſtripped 
even of our Virtues, or ſpiritual Goods, becauſe 
they are the only Goods which Faith alloweth 
us to call ſuch; and however real as they are, 
we muſt never conſider them as our own, or be 
vain of them, otherwiſe we ſhould ſoon loſe 
them, and oblige God to withdraw himſelf 
from us. 8 | . 

This is the uncloathing to which Humilit 

calleth us; it is by this 5 Bus that 1t enrichet 
when it ſeems to impoveriſh us; thus it pre- 
ſerveth and encreaſeth the Riches it ſeemeth to 
take from us, Humility giveth and taketh all 
from us, by ſhewing us that we have nothing, 
whatever great Talents or Qualities we may be 
adorned with; either it conceals them from 
us, or maketh us ſenſible that they belong en- 
tirely to God; and by this Means reduceth us 
to a total Poverty: And bleſſed are ſuch poor 
in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. : * 
The: f 77 = ml 
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Mut having by 10 refined. a View turned away 
eur Thoughts from ourſelves, and (prevented 
the ill Uſe we ſhould make of God's Gifts, Hu- 
mility is the Cauſe that God hath no Reſerve 
towards us, that he pours abundantly into our 
Hearts the Treaſure of his Graces. 

Sin blinds thaſe Who commit it, and oſten 
makes them yain of what ſhould fill them with 
Horror; and one may ſay, that Humility 
Hlindeth in a quite oppelite Manner, and 
maketh virtuous People think they do little 
good; though thaſe who are acquainted with 
them are edified by their Examples. 

When Meſes deſcended from the Mountain, 
his Face was reſplendent with Glory, yet he 
knew not what cauſed-the Aſtoniſhment of the 
People: thus it is with ;thoſe who are truly 
humble. Suppoſe they have great Talents, 
are filled with Graces, are adorned with all 
Sarts of Virtues, yet for all this they think 
themſelves poor and-imperiect, heoauſe Hymi- 
lity conoealeth their fine. Qualities, which en- 
Chant others, and, on the Contrary, diſcoyereth- 

their Defects: to them, and maketh them feel 
them in their full Extent; it reproacheth them 
with their Infidelities, and all the particular 
Graces, of which they did not make the full 
Uſe. Self-love is a ſubtle Sophiſter, Who will 
never want Reaſons to perſuade us that we are 
full of Merit, and that no one ſhould be pre- 
ferred to us; hut if we are not convinced of the 
Contrary, it is a new Subject for Humiliation; 
it is a Sign that we have made no Progreſs in 
Virtye, ſince we do not know our Detects, 
which is the Foundation of Humility. 
If People have Advantages ſuperior to others, 
which they muſt be ſenſible of, this ſhould, 1 
FT... 3 raiſe 


( 45 ) 
raiſe them in their own Eſteem; ſuppoſe they 
are illuſtrious by Birth, Station, Form or Ta- 
lents, and have performed good Actions, ſhould 
we not with St. Paul aſk ourſelves, what have 
] that I did not receive? and, it 1 did receive 
thein, why am I vain as if 1 had not received 
them? x; We War 
Why ſhould we imagine ourſelves wronged 
when we are treated like others? thoſe only 
wrong, who- praiſe and flatter us, and give us 
Pride; it is we who wrong God by robbing 
him of the Glory due to him; fince all that is 
good in us belongeth unto him; in our beſt 
Actions we were but his Inſtruments, and have 
co- operated with his Grace in a very faithleſs 
Manner. Tis then to him that Praiſe is due, 
and we merit nothing but Confuſion of Face; 
all the Praiſe, all the Eſteem, which is given 
to us, ſhould faithfully be reſtored to him, 
without reſerving the leaſt of it for ourſelves. 
Thus St. Peter, ſeeing himſelf conſidered for a 
Miracle which God wrought by him, could not 
bear that they ſhould teſtify any to him, and 
turning to the aſtoniſhed Multitude, ſaid, Why 
do you look at us, as if we had acted by our 
_ own Power? When a Soul is in this Diſpoſition, 
ſo pure, ſo diſengaged, and thoroughly con- 
vinced of thoſe Truths that God is all, and we 
are nothing ; when it is truly perſuaded that 
all that is good in us cometh from God, and if 
it be faithful in returning the Glory to God, 
God hath no Reſerve for that Soul, but com- 
municateth his Gifts to it with a Prodigality 
which may be called exceſſive. Humility is 2 
Lodge to receive Grace in, it dilates the Heart, 
and giveth it almoſt an infinite Capacity; and 
by what Means doth it do this? by — 
125 | an 
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ee ing them of all Things: for God de- 
ſcendet — Soul that 3 of itſelf, 
and of all the Reflections that Pride uſually in- 
ires, as he will not ſuffer us to uſurp his 
ory; when he ſeeth People grow vain of the 
ood he hath done them, he withdraweth his 
ifts, and diminiſheth his Bounty, their Pride 
being a Mound which preventeth the over- 
flowing of his Favors; but when we faith- 
fully return what is but lent, God is pleaſed 
with this Fidelity, and, far from diminiſhing 
his Gifts, commnnicateth them to us with 
greater Liberality, : 

To this End he hath frequently choſen for 
the greateft Purpoſes the loweſt Inftruments ; 
People who were too contemptible to attribute 
Bucceſs to themſelves. Holy Scripture fur- 
nifheth a thoufand Examples needleſs;to name; 
let us draw this Coneluſion when we reflect 
upon our Vices and Weakneſſes; we muſt not 
- A&mpute them to our Want of Underſtanding, 
bad Diſpoſition, or Want of Education, or the 
Defects of our Inſtructors ;. let us not ſay, that 
if we had thoſe Advantages, we ſhould have 
been more virtuous, that we are incapable of 
Prayer, and other fpiritual Exerciſes, that it is 
our Employment, or thofe we live with, which 
occafion our Defects; thoſe are only the Diſ- 

zuiſe bf Self-love ; the true Source of our Mis-- 
1 is our Pride, is our Vanity; if We were 
very humble, the leſs Underſtanding, natural 
Talents, and Inſtructions from Men, the more 
God would give us his Graces, becauſe he 
would the more be glorified by them, and then 
it would the more clearly appear that all Honor 
belongeth to him; but the leaſt Favor is an 
Occaſion af Vanity; the leaſt Praiſe ſwells up 
f Our. 


C0 3 
our Hearts; ought we then to be ſurprized at 
our Imperſections and: Faults? God permitteth 
them to puniſh our Pride, and never ſhall we 
ſucceed in our Reformation, never ſhall we 
make a Progreſs in Virtue, until we have de- 
ſpoiled ourſelves of all that we attributed. to 
ourſelves, and pretend to have as from our- 
ſelves; we 8 nothing to our- 
ſelves, neither Talents, Merit, Virtue, nor even 
our very being; a Chriſtian Soul muſt know 
that all longs to God, and that it is Poſſeſſor 
of nothing; it is by this, that, finding itſelf 
ontirely ſtripped, nay, as it were, annihilated 
before God, it becomes capable” of that new 
Life and Glory which Jeſus Ci communi- 
cateth to humble Souls; and that is what I 
with you all in the Name of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft: fo be it, Amen. 9 
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THE 


DIFFERE N CE 


© BETWEEN A | 
PHILOSOPHER and 4 CHRISTIAN. 


every Thing profoundly by the Light 


A 


: X'4 the Cauſe and the Reaſon of every 
hing that is propoſed to him, whether it be 


juſt and reaſonable to act this Way or that; 


who believes nothing but what he: ſees, and 


which is clearly demonſtrated to him: As it 


appears then to him a ans very plain, and 
which perfectly agrees with his Reaſoning, 
that we muſt avoid, and abſtain from Vice, 
and, on the Contrary, practiſe Virtue; hate the 


one, and love the other: If ſuch a Philoſopher 


is upright and fincere, he will ſtudy by all 


Means to practiſe what his Reaſon is convinced 
of; he will not ſuffer his Paſſions to bear Sway, 


but will bridle and keep them under by the 
Strength of his Underſtanding and Reaſoning, 
which perſuade him that it is a Shame to follow 


one's Paſſions, and ſuffer them to get the Maſtery 


Here is my Opinion in a few Words, how a 


rational and fincere Man governs himſelf in 
his 


IS 


r Philoſopher is a Man that examines 
of his Reaſon; who will needs know 


Y, 


A 


o 


« * 


his Conduct; and the more exact he is in fol- 


lowing the Light of his Reaſon, the more re- 
gulat and formal you ſhall find him in all his 
Actions. This is what made fo man heathen 
Philoſophers, that have been held in Admi- 
ration on Account of their Doctrine and Con- 


duct, practiſe Virtues, and combat Vice, to far 


greater Perfection than many others that call 
themſelves Chriſtia ass 

2. Among | theſe laſt there are ſtill ſome 
Perſons who endeavor, in the ſame Manner 
that thoſe others have done, to live virtuoully, 
and who, by the Conviction their Reaſon affords 
them, ſtudy by all Means to lead a wiſe and 
rational Life; and as the Chriſtjan Religion 


afſfords us a moſt compleat Syſtem of Morality, 


Which the Doctrine of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
teaches us in its higheſt Perfection, the Rea- 


ſonings of wiſe Men do agree exceedingly well 
with this Doctrine to à certain Point; and ſo 


ſuch a wiſe Man who applies himſelf, though 
faintly, to live 2 virtuous Life, and does net 
follow the looſe and unbridled Conduct of Li- 
bertines; ſuch a Man, I ſay, paſſes immediate 
among us for a good Chriflian. | 
3. We know no» othen Chriſtianity that en- 
gages us to a different Conduct; it is excellent 


and approved by all, and paſſes: for being the 


true Chriſtian Religion; and indeed the Prag- 
tice of it is rarely enough to be found among 
the Multitude that confeſs what we call the 
Chriſtian Faith; there are very few that carry 
the Practice of it ſo high; ſuch as do it, and 
employ all the Strength of their Underſtanding 


to gain a rational Conviction that they qught + 


to combat their Vices and pracliſe Virtue, are 
greatly-to: be eſteemed. 0 
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A4. Meun while,” 2 Ps we'lknow 
K. — Chriſtiani nion that 
ſuch wiſe and 7 — da Are Rill-atza 
eat Diſtance from it; they Mill want the 
"Knowledge of his — they co tv 
be their Saviour; for, I beſeech u, stellime, 
is the bare Hiſtorical Kn Yojus Chrife, 
and of what we tead that he barh 'externaHxy 
done for us, the Practice of 2 few outward 
'Ceremoities?: allthis with a Life that Hoes not 
'e6me neaxr'to that Virtue hieb ſome Heathens 
have practiſed with far greater Perfection, Will 


*ever theſe Things make a Chriſtian? Doubrieis 


they will, ydu will ſay; what more would you 
have? Alas! it is moſt true, that Men in ge- 
neral are fimk in ſuch a dreadful Corruption, 
and ſuffer themſelves to be led by their corrupt 
: Paſſions, without Shame, into all Sorts of Viee, 
that it is not 1urprizing if that Man is ac- 
counted a Chriſtian who applies himieif, 
though faintly, to the Practice of Virtue : bot 
Where is the Spirit of Chriſtianity? In fine, 
What is that Spirit? And how can it be proved 
. ſuch Bages have it not? 

. St. Paul, (1. Cor. 13. king of Chari 
-mkes 4 'Deſerip tion 2 all that we can 
without it; of this Gifts, Graces, and Virtues, 
which one may poſſeſs, and of ſo extraordinary 
-a Liberality, that one would call it Charity in 
a moſt eminent Degree, ſince it goes ſo far a8 

to give all ones Goods to the Poor; of a Zeal 
for the Confeſſion of ones Belief or ones Faith, 
which riſes ſo high us to give ones Body to be 
*burned. Who is it that puſhes his Devotion 
and his Zeal thus far? And yet the Apoſtle ſays, 
that without Charity all is nothing; I. am 


nothing; what ten's is this Charity, O'h holy 
Apoſtle ? 


* 


" CC im Þ» 

? He enumerates: its Effects jon h 
ticularlyg + but: what: it is itſelf St. Zorn the 
beloved Duciple. informs us, Law God is 
Love; I. n, iv. 3 It; is God: himſelf then 
that is Charity, and we have not Charity if we 
have. not God im us. It is the Love of God, 
his Word, his Spirit, all is one for if any. 


af his, Rom. viii 9. Here then is what makes 
4 Chriſtian, namely namely, his Spirit; thoſe that are 
moved or led b the Spirit of God, they are 
the Children G04. a Spirit in 2 
Her ſon that makes him ta be what he is. Here 
then is. the. diſtingui Character of 2. 
Chriſtians: he is one in the Spirit of: 
 Gbd- dwells; whom it moves, governs, and 

leads, as, St; Paul: ſaith, if-the-Spiribof Chriſti 
dwelleth in you, &. 

6. This is that Spirit which muſt be the. 
Principle. of Life whence-.all; our Actions and: 
Operations: flow, that they. may, be. agreeable. 
to God, and: accepted by. him; for it . = 
this well beloved Son that: he is well Weng” runny 
(Mat. 13.) It is. this Word, or. this Wiſdons ;. 
where it reigns and lives, there it takes De- 
light; it is this Kingdom which he teaches us. 
te pray for (which is within. us), thy Kingdom. 
dome; Mat. ui. 10. Luke xvii. 21. God loves 
nothing but bi mſeltf, and nothing is amiable | 
hut he, for. nothing is good: but he: There is 
2 but one, that: is God. (Mat. xix. 17.) 

eſus Cimiſti; and if Feſus Chrift:declares. 
Th Mz rebuketh him that; calleth. him good 
Maſter, according to this Humanity, and will. 
aferibe this Name: to none but God ane, much 
leis ought we to apply-ibto others. God alone, 


then. is good, — 4 * 


Man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 


652) 


to be loved. It is himſelf, this Word in ak 
Charity, that is good and acceptable to God. 
It is this Spirit then that makes the Chriſtian, 7 
and renders all the Actions and Virtues of the 
Man that is ruled and governed by it, Chriſtia 
Virtues and Actions, becauſe they flow from a 
divine Principle, from Charity which reigns in 
the Heart. It is for this that ho wel ſaid, My 
Son, give me thy Heart, Prov. xx i. 26. It is 
the Temple of God where he deſires to Wan | 
1. Cor. vi. 19. | | 
7. Let us not wonder then, if 10 many Per- 1 
ſons that reaſon well, that even try . in 
Practice what they know by the Way of Rea- 
ſoning, do nevertheleſs make ſuch {mall Pro- 
greis in Virtue, notwithſtanding all the Trouble 
it coſts them; if they are ſincere, they will be 
obliged to own, that they have not ſo much 
as got the better of one lingle Vice or Paſſion 
all their Life long, with alt their Efforts; and 
if they fancy that they have overcome them, 
are become great Philoſophers, and have put 
all Things under their Feet, obſerve themmars: — * 
rowly, and you ſhall find that they are full of 
the Love of themſelves, of à ſecret Pride and 
Elevation, and of Selt-complacency, which is. 
ſo much the more dangerous, as it lies con- 
cealed under à fair outſide, adorned: with ap- 
parent Virtues. Theſe Vices of the Mind ren - 
der us ſo much the more deſpicable in the Sight: 
of God; for nothing is more contrary to him 
than Self- love and Self- complacency, theſe 
being the Root of that Corruption of Sin that 1 
= infected us. 
It is Charity then that makes us Chiitians,” 
it » at that gives us the Chriſtian Virtues, and 
owe: all Things, A which makes us 


4 contemptible | 


(8 ) 

eontemiptible in our own Eyes, puts us in the 
Face that belongs to us, anniliilates us, as 
Nan Chniſt annihilated himſelf; as, on the 
 Contrany, Know pufſeth up, © 

9. Experience ſhews,. that Per ſons of great 
_ Kno and Learning are much more dif- 
feult to be converted: than the ſimple. ' St: Paul 
needed, that God fhouldemploy a- glorious Light 
that might throw him to the Ground, and 
rike bim blind, in Order 40- convert him; 
whereas Sinners; and; Publicans go after Feſus, 
at this ſingle Word, Follow me; it works ſuch 
powerful Effect in their Hearts, that they 
immediately forfake all; their Father, their 
Bark, their whole Bufineſs, and foRow him, 
vrithout reflecting or reaſoning upon the Duty 
and Obligations of natural Love towards their 

Parents, without beſtowing a Thought upon 
the Diſorder they bring upon their Affairs, in 
abandoning them all of a ſudden, throwing up 
their Pro n, the 'only Means they had of 
earning their Bread lawfully ; and that at the 
bare Word of a Man that is paſting by, who is 
imknown to them, and has neither Authority 
nor Credit; at the bare Word, I ſay, of this 
Paſſenger, who ſays to them, Follow me, they 
abandon alk, and 78 aſter this Man, mean and 
deſpicable in the Eyes of the World. O holy 
Apoſties, give me Leave to ſay, that here is a 
very extravagant Conduct, and contrary to 
every Thing that Reaſon, good Senſe, Mo- 
_ rality, and natural Duty, dictate to us. 

10. All this is true; but you ſee here what 
the divine Love is able to do, and actually does. 
Charity poſſeſſes itſelf of our Hearts, and a 
bare Word, uttered by-the ſame Charity, whieh 
| is the ternal „ Word of God, which 

N 3 ; 13 
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is God himſelf, who conceals himſelf under the 


Cover of a ſimple Man like unto us; this Word, 
1 fay, penetrates ſo profoundly into our Hearts, 


that we muſt yield to the Paſſion that captivates 
us, and unavoidably follow him that calls us, 
arid hereafter becomes the only Object of our 
Love. Behold: the Exceſſes which the divine 
Love makes its Votaries to be guilty of, thoſe 
Hearts whom it ſeizes. O divine Love, thou 


baſt occaſioned many ſuch! How many Mil- 


lions of Hearts haſt thou captivated in this 


Manner? without reaſoning, without beſi- 


tating, they become thy Captives: Thou art 


always the ſame, and doſt now operate no leis 


owerfully than formerly, in thoſe. ſimple: 
Hearts that are willing to receive thee, and 
yield to the Charms of thy divine Attractions; 
and though thou doſt not make them perform 


ſuch pompous and ſhining. Actions as thoſe of 
thy holy Apoſtles, yet ſo it is, that the divine 
Love always produces the ſame Effect in the 
Heart whom it ſeizes; it makes them count 
all other Things as Dung and Droſs, that they 
may win Chriſt, who is that very Love; their 
Conduct often! goes beyond the Limits which 
human Reaſon preſcribes. | N 
11. Very often, O Love, thou makeſt thy 


Lovers to be looked upon as mean and deſpi- 


cable in the Eyes of the Wiſe, that govern. 
themſelves by their Reaſon, knowing no other 
than rational Motives. Therefore it is, O Lord, 


that thou ſayeſt, I thank thee, O Father, that 


thou haſt hid theſe Things from the wiſe and 


prudent, and haſt revealed them unto Babes, 


(Mat. vi. 25.) to the ſimple ones that Know 


nothing but to love and obey, and ſubmit 
themielves like Children; theſe have the Diſ- 
ie if poſitions 


* 


” 
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- poſitions requiſite to receive the Spirit of Grace 
into their Hearts; and though they appear 
without Spirit, and without Conduct or Wiſdom 
in the Eyes of the Wiſe, who are full of them- 
ſelves and their own Sufficieney, do but wait 2 
little, and you ſhall ſee that the Love of God, 


ſeizing their Hearts, ſhall fill them in due Time, 
when it ſhall have made itſelf the entire Maſter _ 


and peaceable Poſſeſſor of them; he will fill 
them, I fay, with the Life of his Love, which 
by its Warmth will quicken thoſe Hearts, re- 
gulate all their Aﬀections, enlighten their Un- 
derſtandings with its divine Light, communi- 
cate to it the true Knowledge and Wiſdom 


that comes from above, and will not ſuffer that 


Soul to want either Prudence or Addreſs' for 
every Thing which he deſigns it for: For the 


wiſe Man faith, that having aſked nothing 
of God, but an humble, pliant and tractable 
Heart, Wiſdom was given him; N hes: 


* 


all Things were given me with it, iſd. v 


j. 12. 


Thus it always happeneth to thoſe that follow 
thy Pleaſure, O divine Love! without Reſtraint, 


without Reflection, or Precaution; they leave 


all, they loſe all, and find all again in thee; 


O divine Bridegroom! with Intereſt, and with- | 


out any Law but that of Love. I. 


12. Iſtop:ſhart, it puts me to a Stand, it 


charms me, one muſt „ it, thither 
then I muſt” refer you. He that deſires and 
aſpires | aſter this divine Love, ſhall attain 


thereto, and find, by his Experience, that this 
Paſſion ſurpaſſes Reaſon, ſets the Man to Rights, 
and baniſhes all that Diſorder with which Sin 


* 
43 


| hath poiſoned him. 
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TRUE LOVE oF. 60D. 
A Bolieve, my 1 the true Way of 
LE loving Mankind is to love them in 
7 12 and for his Sake. Men know 
rn 3 not what it is to love God, and there- 
fore they dread him, and keep at a Diſtanos 
from him; this ſlaviſh Fear hinders them from 
underſtanding the fweet Fami of Children 
in the Baſom of the tendereſt of Fathers, they 
look upon him only * 1e all- powerful and 
rigorous Taſk-Maſter; they are always under 
Cemſtraint with him, 3 4 Thing they ds do is 
forced; it is with Reluctance they | 
| that they may eſcape Puniſhment. They Fonts | 
| da evil if they dared, and could hope for Impu- 
_ nity. The Love of God appears to them a 
burdenſome Debe, they vor to ehide it > 
by Fozmalities and external Worſhip ; ſtill in- | 
clining to ſubſtitute theſe in the Place of fincere 
and effectual Love, they uſe Artifice with God 
I to. _ him as little as Poſſibly they _ 
can. 


(„ 58 . 
can. Oh! my God, it Men knew what it 
was to love thee, they would ſeek no other 
Lite, no other Joy, but thy Lo. 
This Love requires notbing of us, but to do 
or the Sake of God what Reaſon, itſelf ſhould 


ES % 27 F = 


World., Let us, do the ſame . honorable .and, 
virtuous Ithings as formerly, but let us do them! 
for, his Sake Who made us, and to whom we! 
owe all, This Love of God, does not require 
25 Chriſtians the Auſterities of the ancient 
Hermits, nor their profound Solitude; neither 
oes it inordinary.Caſes demand ſhining heroic. 
Deeds, nor renouncing lawful Poſſeflions, nor 
abandoning the Adyantages of any Condition 
of Life; it would have us be ſober and mode-) 
rate in the proper 5 of all Things; it would 
nat have us make them qur God, and our Hap- 
pineſs, but to uſe_ them according to his De- 
3 + ſo as they may help. us to raſſe our 
Affections towards him; though Love does not 
multiply. our Croſſes, it finds all Conditions of 
Life already ſown with all Kinds of them; they. 
nite from the Infinities of our Bodies, and the 
aſſions of our Souls, from our own Imper- . 
iections, and thoſe of other Men, with whom 
d ö | We 


* 
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we live: Phe Love of God cauſes - nec} 

thoſe Pzins; on the Contrary; it ſweetens all 
our Sufferings; it likewiſe- them by mo- 
derating our ardent Paſſions, and too Wers 
Senſfibility, the Souree of all our real Its. 
the Love of God ſo perfect in us as to draw off 
our Affections from whatever we fear, loſe, or 
hope to gain, it would finiſhiour Griefs at once, | 
wv fill us with a bleſſed Tranquillity. . 
then ſo afraid of this Love, which is the Ca 
af none of our Afflictions? is able to miti 
all of them, and to e with it 1 — 

our Hearts, all Kinds of Happineſs; Men are 
mul their- own Enemies ta refiſt this Love, 
and to be afraid of it. The Precept of: Love 
is ſo fur from being an additional Burde to 
the reft, that it renders them all light and: 
enſy; what one does through Fear; without 
Love, is always tedious; hard, painful, and 
burdenſome ; 3. what one does thro Love; 
becomes, by this Means, , ag probes _—_ 
ſdever it 12 to Senſe; then Bere 
that God whom: welove,. * pL r we” 
ſifſ&r, we: chooſe: to ſuffer, and ins 
that one chooſes; is no : 2 Suffering, 


This Love changes no Part of that Order 


God Has- flabliſhed: it leaves the great in their 
Grandeur, and makes them little under the 
Hand of him who made them great; it leaves 
the low. in the Duſt, and makes them ſatisfied! 
to be nothing hut in him; this Contentment 
in the loweſt Place has nothi mean im it, it- 
makes true Greatneſs; This Laye regulates, 
and animates all the Affections we owe to 
Creatures; we never love our Neighbour: fo, 
well, as when we loye him for the Sake of 
God, and with the Love of God; Rug we 

ove 


« 99 » 
love Men without ing God, We love 
them tor our on Sakes; It: is ſtill ur on In- 
- texeſtwe-ſeek in them, either a more: greſi or 
amore neſmed Intereſt ;; if ãt is not Money, or 


Convenience, or Favor, it is the Rleaſure of 


following our Taſte, of -confiding, of being 
mutually beloved by them. Theſe Things 
latter our Self-love more thun any Sum of 
Money can do, ſo that We — Av ourſelves, 
hon we imagine we dove our Friends: But to 


dove another for the Sake of ourſelves, - is za 


very imperfect Way of loving them; it · is not 
Frxiendihip, it is Self4love; it may be aſked, 
then What is the right Way of loving our 
Friends? It is to love them in this due Order 
after God; it is to love God in them, to love 
what he has given them, and to bear for his 
Sake with the Want of what he has thought 
fit to deny them; when; we love them for our 
on Sakes, Self-love is impatient, - delicate, 
jealous, full of Wants, and void of Merit, 
Always ſuſpioĩous both of -itfelf and its Friends; 
it grows weary and diſguſted; it ſoon ſees an 
End of what it entertained the higheſt Thoughts 
of; it meets with Diiappoistments everywhere ; 
it would always have Perfection, but san never 
mind it; it grows angry, it changes, it can reſt 
in nothing; but the: Lowe of God loves äts 
Friends without a Vein of Self- Intereſt, and ſo 
loves them patiently, with all their Faults 5 it 
ſeeks no more, but what God has given them; 
-it looks to nothing in them, but Ged and Bis 
Gifts ; it is-pleaſad 


«d 
it loves what God has) made, and bears what 
: he has not made, but permitted and would 
have us permit alſo in Compliance with his 
Deſigns. Fhe Love of God never looks for 


abſolute 


with every Thing, beoauſe 


© & » 


elne Ferfection in the Creature, it knows 
his is to be found in God alone; it takes great 
Pleaſure in ſaying unto God, Who is like unto 
"thee? It 7 7 unto every T hing that has Im- 
perfection in it, thou art not my God; 28 It 
| expects abſolute Perfection in no Creature, it 
is not here diſa 1 it Joves God and his 
Gifts in every Creature, according to the De- 
1 of Goodneſs in every one; it has a leſs 
ve to that which is leaſt good, and à greater 
to that Which is better; it has ſome Love to 
every Thing, becauſe every Fhing has ſome 
little In it, which is the Gift of God; 
and the very worſt Men are capable, while 
they continue in Liſe, of becoming good, and 
-of" receiving” the Os ny” are deſtitute oy M 
eſent. | 
For the Sake of God it jovendlt his Works, 
all that he has commanded us to love; it raiſes 
and heightens its Affections towards ſuch Ob- 
Jects as God would have us prefer to others; 
in a mortal Father it looks to its heavenly 
Father; in a Kinſman or Friend, it conſiders 
the ſtrict Ties founded by Providence; the 


ſtricter theſe Ties are found in the Order of 


Providence, the Love of God makes them ſo 
much the more ſtrong and intimate. Can one 
love God without loving the Objects he has 
commanded us to love; they are his Work- 
manſhip, he has ordered us to love them, ſhall 
ve not do ſo? Indeed; we ſhould far rather die 
than love any T. bing better than him: Who- 
ſoever loveth Father or Mother more than me, 
s not worthy of me; God forbid 1 ſhould love 
better than him what I love only for his Sake; 
but upon this Account I love, with all my 


Heart, Whatever repreſents him unto me, 
whatever 


- 


"a 


( a ) 


whatever contains his -Gifts, Wha 74 
9 


Loye makes me reſolve never to be wanting in 


m Duty, either to my Neighbour, or my 
Friends; their Imperfections cannot lurprize 

me, -bevauſe 1 expect nothing hut Imperfection 
in every Creature, but what is from, my Go 

in them. 1 ſee nothing but him in what has 
the leaſt Degree of Goodneſs; it is he whom 
I love in his Creatures, and nothing can alter 
this Love; this Love is not indeed always 
tender and affectionate, but it is real, cordial, 
faithful, conſtant and active, and I prefer it in 
the-laſt and fincereſt Choice to every other 
Love; it has alſo its Tenderneſſes and its 
Tranſports. If a Soul was wholly addicted to 


God, it would be no longer ſubject to that 


Dryneſs, which is only owing to the Delicacies 


and Inequalities of Self-Love, as it would love 


only for the Sake of God; it would love only 
as God does, with an admirable Love ; tor God 
is Love, as the Apoſtle | eum ſays; its Bowels 
would be an inexhauſtible Source of living 
Water; according to the Promiſe, Love would 
for the Sake of others, bear all Things, endure 
all Things; it would overcome all Difficulties ; 
it would diffuſe itſelf from the Bottom of the 
Heart even upon the external Senſes; it would 
compaſſionate the Pains of others, and make 
no Account of its own ; it would wait for them, 
it would communicate and accommodate itſelf 
unfo them; it would humble itſelt to the low, 
and would raiſe itſelf up to the great; it would 
weep with them that weep, and rejoice with 
them that rejoice; it would become all Things 
to all Men, not by a * Appearance, and 

| oy 


(62) 
dry pprobation, but from the Abundance of 
the Heart, in which the Love of God would be 
à living Source of all the tendereft, . 
and moſt condeſcending Affectiens. Nothi 
is ſo cold, dry, hard and reſerved, as a Hen 
that loves itfelf in all Things. Nothing is {© 
tender, open, lively, ſweet, and * Ang 
2 Heart poſſeſſed and animated with divine 
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GOVBRNESSES AND: TEACHERS, 


A QSE-who teach others, muſt felt 

n to ſubdue their on Paſſions. 

Education is the correcting of 
828 fallen Nature, and ſhe who hath 
Cs Grace, e owns. is not 

— 11 50 to correct others. 

"The prineipal Part of Edutzztion-i is, to ins 
3 into tender Minds the Love of God and 
Virtue; and as we learn beſt from thoſe we 
love moſt, the firſt Step to be taken in Edu- 
cation is, to make ourſelves. loved. Let all 


Inſtruction then be given cheerfully, kindly, 


tenderly, mildty, left by our Defects we pre- 
Jadice thoſe we thould inſtruc againſt what we 
teach ' them; ſhew Children in a lively and 
r app Manner that you adviſe them 
heir own Sakes, and not to ſatisfy your 
Humor, which never will mend theirs ; Tas 
correct them with Regret, and encourage 
them with Pleaſure; do not fuppoſe that they 
are always inattentive through Deſign; ſome 
have flow Parts, and all are giddy. Children 
are all clear enough fi moe to diſcern whether 
| you 


( 64 ) 

you or they are in Fault; would you mend 
theirs, you mult be patient, and perhaps Dif- 
-cermment and: Tenderneſs are à much wanted 
in Teachers, as Dotility ànd Attention in 
Scholars. All Things are eaſy to thoſe who 
know them; nothi ſo to thoſe who do not. 
We were once Scholars, and ru as dull 
and. perverſe as thoſe we teach; but ſuppoſe 
you ihould fuddenly gain your Point Se- 
verity, and loſe their Hearts, in that Caſe, is 
not every Thing loſt?) Will they not, like bent 
Bows, return with greater Violence to their 
former Inclinations, when the Reſttaint of 2 
few Months or Years is over? But when the 
Head is convinced, and Heart gained, the 
Work is done for eve. 
If Children come to you from harſh Parents, 
and you are gentle and good-natured to them, 
they will love you, and all you teach for your 
Sake. If from tender Parents, and you are 
Harſh, they will hate you, and every Thing 
you teach them. The more Defects you ſhew, 
the fewer can you correct; to be Miſtreſs of 
others; we muſt be ſo of ourſelves. Let them 
experience, that a meek and quiet Spirit is of 
great Price; teach them all Virtues by Ex- 
ample; your Wiſdom muſt be from above, 
firſt pure, then gentle, eaſy to be entreated, 
full of Mercy and good Works, without Par- 
tiality, without Hypocriſy; inculcate that to 
be honorable, they muſt be uſeful; that no 
Employment is mean that is of Uſe; ſet before 
them our Lord's Example, who waſhed his 
Apoſtles Feet, and commanded us to do the 
ſame to each other. un un 
Teach them that it is more honorable as 
well as more bleſſed to give than to 9 : 

2 E a 
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and that in Order to this, we muſt be frugal 
even in the higheft Stations and Fortunes; 
Eaſe, Affluence, Genereſity, Juſtice and Cha- 
xity, are the lovely Offspring of this humble 
Virtue; as Want, Anxiety, Injuſtice, Avarice; 

and Hargneſs of Heart, are the neeeſſary Con- 
ſequences of careleſs Prodigality, The Mind 
of a Prodigal reſembleth his Manſion, where 
the vain glitter concludeth in- an Habitation 
for Beggars and Owls; but the Perſon who 
with Order and Skill eonducteth his Affairs, 
like the Sun, bleſſeth all within his Influence, 
and himſelf is not impoveriſhed thereby. 
Never ſhew 2 Fondneſs ſor Beauty, Finery, 
Fortune, Titles, or any Vanity before them; 
teach them to be ſecret and diſcreet; ſhew an 
Abhorrence to the leaſt Inſtance of Inſincerity. 
Children will be inſineere, if uu permitted tor 
ſpeak their: Minds freely. Let there be no 
Puniſhment ſtated in the Sehool for certain 
Faulis; let Lies, Malice, Anger, Envy, 
Falſhood, and lll- nature, never eſcape condign 
Puniſhment, which never ſhould! be inflicted 
by. —— Expreſſions or Blows, and ſeldom 
by Whippings, as theſe may be conſtrued to 

oceed from Paſſion, and none others can; 
or the former, they will blame you; for the 
latter, #temfelves. Children ſhould be dealt 
with as we would be dealt by. - We with that 
our Lives may be made agreeable, that our 
Inclinations may be confulted, as far as it is 
conſiſtent with our Intereſt; deal thus by them. 
Trifles pleaſe or diſpleaſe them; but it is no 
triſing Matter r you gain or loſe their 
Hearts. | x 
Above all Things, give them 2 Taſte for 
Reading, and then, 2 laying good Books in 

Wilt, / 3 their 


(6 ) 

their Way, they educate themſelves. Let their 
Works and Studies be for Uſe, not for Parade. 
Fear not to loſe Reſpect by Familiarity ; 
Reſpect followeth Eſteem and Love; and not 
Conſtraint ; you can only cure their Faults by 
knowing them; you can only cure them by 
Familiarity with them. Encourage them to 
confide in you; be not ſtartled at their Faults, 
or they will not ſhew them to you. We only 
open our Hearts to thoſe we love, and none 
but ſuch can mend them. Permit the Children 
entruſted to = Care, to be as little as poſſible 
out of your Sight, or hearing, as they will hurt 
each other if they are. For Children left to 
themſelves, even in Play, will catch each 
others Faults, All that hath been recom- 
mended is conſiſtent with the moſt ſteady and 
regular Conduct, for ſteady and regular you 
muſt be, or you do nothing. Make the Chil- 

dren do as much as poſlible for themſelves; 

let them wipe and fold their Cloaths, and x 
their Perſons perfectly neat; uſe them to a 
each other; be not ſevere for Trifles; ſubdue 
in them, by God's Grace, every Inſtance of 
Pride and Vanity; let the proud Child ſubmit 
to the loweſt Employment in all Things; teach 
them to ſpeak low and flow ; diſcourage Pert- 
neſs, which often is a Fault in public Edu- 
cation; faſhion them to a. graceful Geſture, 
Carriage and Gait; make them polite; the 
Foundation of good Breeding is Charity and 
Humility ; not to offend or aſſume, and a De- 
fire to pleaſe, is good Breeding, ; 

With theſe an eafy, natural, modeſt Be- 
havior is more agreeable than what is called a 


k 


y with them, forget the Miſtreſs, and be 
FO, * their 


— 


tty Manner, for nothing affected can pleaſe. 


„„ 

their Companion; at the School Hours your 
Inſtructions will enough remind them that you 
are their Miſtreſs, and that is ſufficient. Tire 

them not with Reading; make them ſome- 

times leave off when they have an Inclination 
to proceed. Reflect how great will be your 
Reward for the exact Diſcharge of your Duties, 
as you educate theſe Children, they will educate 
theirs, and ſo on till Time ſhall be no more: 
And if you thus turn many to Righteouſneſs, 
you will ſhine as the Stars for ever, for ſo 
doing; and, when the great Shepherd ſhall 
appear, you, with other Shepherds, will re- 
ceive 2 bright Crown, which fadeth not away, 
reſerved in Heaven for your Labor of Love; 
therefore ſerve as to the Lord and not to Men; 
think not of your Penſions and Perquiſites, ſo 
much as that the moſt important; the moſt 
honorable of all Employments is committed to 
your Care, the forming the Minds of the next 
Generation, to avoid (as far as in you lieth) all 
the Faults of this, by endeavoring that thoſe 
under your Care may become Bleſſings to the 
World, in every Station of Life, and bright 
Angels to all Eternity. 71 | 
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